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Works on the history of Morocco in the 15 th and 16 th centuries, is a work by Andrzej 
Dziubinski that was published in Poland in 1971. It based on his doctoral thesis from two 
years earlier. His conclusions present a novel interpretation of existing documents. 

This article was a review and commentary on that book by Bernard Rosenberger who 
adds to the content of that work with his own observations. 

The main drawback of this article is that it is a translation of the review of the book and 
not the book itself. This translation is faithful to Mr. Rosenberger’s article however the 
reader must understand that Mr. Rosenberger included those parts he wanted to comment 
on in his review. We must satisfy ourselves with the belief that he faithfully and correctly 
retold the work of A.D. (as he is referred to throughout the review). And we are left to 
wonder what is in the book that was not mentioned. But, that is the point of a book 
review, is it not? To interest the reader enough for that person to want to read Mr. 
Dziubinski’s book is the goal. This task would be made so much easier if the work has an 
English version which is not as far-fetched as it may sound as the Polish journals 
Africana Bulletin and Etnografia Polska were published in the Polish and English 
languages. 

I have included and translated the numbered footnotes just as they appear in the original. 
In two instances I have added three footnotes to define a word ( A ), identify tribes ( B ), and 
explain a measurement ( c ) without interrupting the flow of the original article. In all other 
instances my [comments] are found with in the translated text. I have included two 
modified maps from Google where the locations of the lesser- kn own places are shown. 

The article is particularly useful in identifying the role that Mohammed ibn M’barek had 
in the rise of the Saadian dynasty. The probably forced adoption of the appellation Beni 
Saad after the dynasty’s fall from power is explained as a move to deny their connection 
to the Prophet, a topic rarefy encountered. 

While denying the same, the parallels between antebellum south of the United States with 
its cotton plantations and the exploitation of African slaves and 16 th century Morocco 
with its sugar plantations and Amazigh slaves workforce cannot be denied. In this review 
and commentary the writer makes a distinction based partially on race - stating that the 
Africans as blacks were not the same as the non-black Amazigh slaves. However, this 
statement is itself, racist. The tribes mentioned remain to this day a topic of fierce debate 
within the scientific community disputing the interpretation of genetic testing, and 
without. The latter including such arguments as what determines race - a gene? A 
family? A perception? 

I am unclear on the objective of the numbering used by Mr. Rosenberger. While 1 and 2 
are topics unto themselves, 3 through 5 are less clearly identifiable as a topic. However, 
their use has been retained exactly as it appears in his article, which is included beginning 
on page 22. 



Bibliographic report by Bernard Rosenberger: 

Works on the history of Morocco in the 15 th and 16 th centuries 

published in Poland. 


Interest in the Muslim countries of North Africa is nothing absolutely new in Poland: the 
work of T. Lewicki, on the Ibadites for example, is authoritative. 1 But we can see that, 
insofar as the African continent as a whole gives rise to numerous studies of history, 
geography, sociology or archeology, those devoted to the Maghreb are in increasing 
number. A review, Africana Bulletin, published by the Faculty of Warsaw and whose 
original articles appear in French and English, is a tangible manifestation of this. 

But access to works published in Polish journals is, understandably, difficult. It seemed to 
us that, given their interest and their importance for a period of Moroccan history that is 
still very little known, it would be useful to give an overview of the research carried out 
by a professor at the University of Warsaw, in introduction, in a way, to the publication 
here of an article translated into French on the Saadian anny. 

Mr. Andrzej Dziubinski supported, on 26 October 1969 in Warsaw, a Doctoral thesis 
entitled Morocco in the first period of the reign of the Saadian Cherifs, economic and 
political transformations 1512-1578. It was written under the direction of Professor 
Marian Malowist. It has not been published and we only know of it through a brief 
account 2 , but some of the material has passed into several articles, which we will discuss 
in more detail below. The thought of A.D. was to highlight the importance of the work of 
this dynasty. After the political fragmentation of more than a century of the last 
Merinides and Wattassides, they knew how to carry out the political and military 
reconstruction of Morocco. Two sovereigns dominate this period, that of Mohammed 
ech-Sheikh who died in 1557 and Abdallah al-Ghalib, his son and successor, who died in 
1574. 

The author based his thesis on known Arab or European sources, but uses them with a 
fresh outlook, taking as the subject Morocco itself and no longer, as was the case in the 
few works published previously, Europeans in Morocco. 

Much of this study is devoted to political history. In the territorial disintegration of the 
15 th century, a few emirates had emerged whose role was important at the origins of the 
Saadian rise: for example that of the Hintata of Marrakech, or those of the Draa valley. 
The Saadians relied, as we know, on the marabout movement, but also, according to 
A.D., on the Berber leff system in the Anti-Atlas. So much so that the effective support of 


1 Let us quote: “The subdivisions of Ibadiya,” Studia Islamica IX, 1958, pp. 71-82; “The geographical 
distribution of Ibadi groups in North Africa in the Middle Ages,” Roczni Orientalisticki, 1957, pp. 301 - 
343; “The North African State of Tahert and its relations with western and central Sudan at the end of the 
6th and 9th centuries,” Cahiers d'Etudes Africaines II, 1965, pp. 513-535; “Traits in the history of 
Saharan trade: Ibadi merchants and missionaries in western and central Sudan during the 8th-12th 
centuries,” Etnografia Polska, VIII, 1964, pp. 291-311. It should be noted that M. Canard gave a 
summary of part of T. Lewicki's work in the Revue Africaine of 1959. 

2 Africana Bulletin, n° 2, 1971, pp. 91-93. 



the Gezula (Igezulen) for the Saadians was not denied, but the latter had to fight against 
the uprisings of other tribes or confederations, of the opposite leff, in particular those of 
the Western High Atlas which, in 1551-53, seriously threatened the work of the Chorfa 
and in which A.D. sees the proponents of a final Almohad start. 

[Leff: The Arabic term leff in Morocco (.so// i n Algeria) designates a confederation of 
tribes or their fractions formed to maintain the politico-territorial balance in a given 
region. Every region in ancient Morocco - including the urban population - had been 
divided from time immemorial into rival leffs. A.D. Hesperis-Tamuda, 1972, 13: 62.] 

In the economic and social field, let us note the criticism he makes of population 
assessments made by L. Massignon and V.M. Godinho. The total was not to exceed 4 
million, including around 230,000 city dwellers. The rate of urbanization (barely 6%) 
seems plausible, and it is certain that the previous evaluations erred in excess; but four 
million, for reasons drawn from the examination of the many famines, pestilences etc., 
still seem too optimistic. It indicates a development of the mines encouraged by the 
Saadians, in particular in the Atlas; but the Anti-Atlas field must also have benefited 
greatly from the progress of this activity 3 , The on-site manufacture of artillery and the 
rise of naval construction appear to be linked to mines and, above all, result from the 
desire to give a solid military tool. The extension of sugar cane plantations and the 
multiplication of sugar mills, the subject of an article to which we will return, and which 
completes the work of P. Berthier, have been a fundamental element of economic 
activity. This activity has resulted in a notable improvement in the standard of living, in 
particular among the Berbers, but above all an increase in the resources of the State, since 
such was the goal, it seems to us. 

Foreign trade is, according to A.D., not very important with the countries of Western 
Sudan, but more so with the European countries. This is a point of considerable 
importance. And it would be good to know his argument supported by sources. This 
judgment does not come from the considerable abundance of documentation of European 
origin on economic relations between the Iberian countries, England or Italy and 
Morocco, while we are reduced to hunting down in same sources some scant clues, often 
indirect, of a trade between Morocco and Black Africa, internal documentation being 
completely lacking? 

The study of the internal politics of the Saadian dynasty, its administration and its tax 
system would undoubtedly also deserve publication, because the question of State 
resources is crucial. We do not in fact kn ow the fiscal policy of the Saadian Makhzen 
[loosely, government], and how can we therefore judge its’ political and administrative 
work? The chapter devoted to the army, published in Poland in a military history journal, 
has been translated and will be published in Hesperis-Tamuda: readers will be able to see 
the elements that it brings, allowing one to better appreciate the Saadian work. Foreign 
policy seems to some extent dictated by international balance. Spain and Turkey are 
competing for hegemony in the Mediterranean. To preserve the existence of their State, 
or of their dynasty, the Saadians had only to play a game of seesaw, simple in principle, 
but how delicate in the realization, between two Great [ i.e ., Spain and Turkey]. Like the 


3 See B. Rosenberger, “The old mining operations and the old metallurgical centers of Morocco. Essay on a 
historical map,” Revue de Geogmphie du Maroc, 1970, n° 17, pp. 71-108 and n° 18, pp. 59-102. 



Saadian army foreshadows the military organization of Moulay Ismail in A.D.’s eyes, it 
seems to us that this foreign policy foreshadows that of the sovereigns of the 19 th century 
that wandered between 3 competing powers, Great Britain, France and Spain, and trying 
to cancel the pressures by opposing them to each other. 

However the victory of El-Ksar el-Kebir, made easier by the incredible errors of Dom 

Sebastiao, made the striking proof of the strength of the State rebuilt 

by the Saadians. Later, Morocco would even be able to switch from 

the defensive to an active policy by embarking on the conquest of 

Sudan, under Ahmed al-Mansour, whose reign would not have been 

such without those of Mohammed ech-Cheikh and Abdallah al Ghalib. 

Having thus indicated the broad lines of A.D.'s research, we can have 
a more precise idea of the results which he obtained by analyzing 
articles which appeared from 1967 to 1971. 


1. Some economic and social aspects of the Portuguese occupation on the Atlantic coast 
of Morocco (1471-1550) 

In this article published in Polish 4 , the author first notices that research on the Portuguese 
occupation of the Atlantic coast of Morocco has been carried out up to now by 
Portuguese and French and that they are failing a double insufficiency: quantitatively, 
they appear rather as by-products of the publication of the collection of Sources Inedites 
de I'Histoire du Maroc [Unpublished Sources of the History of Morocco], and 
qualitatively their point of view is essentially that of the interests of Portugal in Morocco. 
It uses known sources, almost exclusively Portuguese, to assess the economic and social 
effects suffered by the occupied regions. While presenting the natural environment and 
the historical context to Polish readers unfamiliar with Morocco, but by insisting on the 
one hand on the resources of the Atlantic plains and on the other hand on the severe 
constraints born from the inhospitable nature of the coast, the author tries to define the 
territorial extension of the Portuguese occupation - a good map supports his point. The 
provinces of Habt (today the Tangier region), Tamesna (Chaou'ia), Doukkala, Haha and 
Sous were involved, but the area held has varied over time and the Portuguese authority 
was not felt the same everywhere. The maximum extension, according to A.D., was 
reached from 1512 to 1525. But the ebb seems to me to have already started in 1516-18 
with the death of the governor of Safi and the best ally of Portugal, Yahia ibn Tafouft. 

The disintegration of Marinid and then Wattassid power greatly facilitated the installation 
of the Portuguese: the capture of Ceuta coincided with wars between the Marinid 
pretenders in the north of the country which not only prohibited any defense but, it should 
be added, bloodied and ruined the country, as Leon [Leon l'Africain] testifies in many 
passages, the capture of Arzila and that of Tangier were made while a Wattasside 
attacked Fez where reigned an Idrisside, Mohammed ben Imran al Jouti. 


4 A. Dziubinski, “Niektore aspekty gospodarcze i spoleczne portugalskiej okupacji atlantyckiego pobrzeza 
Maroka w latach 1471-1550, ”PrzegladHistoryczny, t. LVIII, n° 3. Warszawa, 1967, pp. 437-463; 
summaries in Russian and French. I would like to express my gratitude to Mr. G. Bieder from Marrakech 
who kindly translated this article. 



It is from this date, according to the author, that the conquest of the Moroccan coast is 
undertaken. It seems unfortunate to us that the link with the organization of the slave 
trade on the coasts of Black Africa, clearly highlighted by R. Ricard in one of the only 
studies which were interested in economic aspects, even if it is from the conqueror's point 
of view 5 , has not been underlined. If indeed treaties were concluded with Safi in 1481 
and Azemmour in 1486, it is because certain products such as hanbel, 
horses and even wheat are necessary for the trade of Arguin [an island 
off the coast of Mauritania that served as a slave trader post for 
Portugal from 1453 to 1633], the rivers of Guinea and the Mina where 
we get gold and slaves. To this phase of diplomatic and economic 
penetration of which the establishment of a factories in Massa, 
therefore in the South, in 1497, was still part of a phase of military 
activity that it would have been good to oppose. How to explain this 
change in policy? In our opinion, the reason is in the Castilian 
competition: Granada fell into their hands in 1492, the Catholic 
Monarchs manifest their appetites in the north of Morocco, near the 
kingdom of Tlemcen, long desirous of their conquest, and in the South to the Canaries. It 
was in 1496 that the tower of Santa Cruz de Mar Pequena was raised, undoubtedly on the 
current lagoon of Khnifis (Puerto Cansado) [in the extreme south near the disputed 
Western Sahara region]. This expansion is in a way the continuation of the Reconquista 
completed in the Peninsula ... A rather bitter struggle is then waged for the domination of 
the Sous (in the broad sense that is to say Anti-Atlas and border included). The 
Portuguese emerged victorious thanks to the allied tribes who prevented any installation 
of Spanish forts. But they themselves began to set up military support points to protect 
the rich middle and southern Atlantic plains from the subjects of Isabel and Fernando: in 
Castilian Santa Cruz replicates the Portuguese Santa Cruz do Cabo de Gue, Agadir, 
founded in 1505. We believe that this is the turning point. There follow the establishment 
of Castelo Real (Mogador) which is a failure, the capture of Safi (1508) then Azemmour; 
the Portuguese released the penon de Velez de la Gomera to Spain in the Treaty of Sintra 
in 1509. But by this date the Castilians were more and more attracted to the New World; 
this and the crusade in the central Maghreb, erased them from Morocco: However it 
seems to us that the role of this Spanish threat was decisive: it gave back importance to 
the military, to noble colonization, with its brutalities, its spirit of plunder, and its taste 
for land ownership. The attempt at liberal colonization, from the point of view of state 
capitalism, will fail, undermined by internal contradictions to which we believe we must 
draw attention. 

Although the dominated area has been reduced, A.D. shows that it represents the richest 
wheat lands and the most populated areas, comprising at least 1/3 of the country's 
population, in short, most of what was called useful Morocco. To control it, the numbers 
of Portuguese quartered in eight coastal locations appear derisory: about 3000 troops. All 
the occupied towns shrunk terribly with only a meager population of soldiers and a few 
settlers were manning the ramparts that were too vast. Safi suffered less than Azemmour, 
which was almost completely abandoned. The Portuguese of these strongholds were not 


5 R. Ricard, "The trade of Berberia and the economic organization of the Portuguese empire in the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries," Annales de l 'Institut d'Etudes Orientales d'Alger, t. II, 1936, pp. 226-290. 
Article reproduced in Studies on the History of the Portuguese in Morocco, Coimbra, 1955, pp. 81-114. 





for the most part nobles, for the plebeians were numerous in the army, even in the 
aristocratic cavalry; and the growing importance of infantry and firearms gave the 
common people, attracted by good numbers and the hope of the profits of the raid, the 
numerical preponderance. The risks were as certain as the benefits, and only the nobles 
could hope for pensions. Ultimately they remained the main beneficiaries of colonization, 
notably through the commands entrusted to them. Interesting is the remark on the role of 
local merchants, Jews, who were able to take advantage of the situation and make 
themselves indispensable intermediaries. But they encountered competition from 
Portuguese officials who took advantage of their office to enrich themselves through 
commerce and all kinds of trafficking. The exact role of Portuguese traders remains, 
according to the author, to be clarified. The question is important. 6 Indeed, if the nobles, 
military or civil servants, won it, it was not suddenly, and the opposition was perhaps not 
always absolute. During the establishment of their domination in the ascendant phase, the 
Portuguese had a real indigenous policy, which is summed up by the expression Mauras 
de pazes (Moors of peace, or allies.) A.D., without prejudice, draws the conclusion from 
the documents that, at first, the Portuguese were hardly fought in the middle Atlantic 
plains, on the contrary, many local chiefs, many tribes saw with a good eye the arrival of 
this new force which they tried, in accordance with well-established habits, to bring into 
play local combinations of tribal politics in order to decisively modify the existing 
balance in their favor. On closer inspection, Yahia ibn Tafouft did nothing else. He was 
the best ally of the Portuguese, because he was the most efficient, but obviously, he 
steered his boat in a way that was not to the taste of the governors of Safi or Azemmour. 
This realistic policy had its limits. Thus the Abda [a tribal confederacy of Arab 
Bani Maqil origin in the Doukkala] and the Gharbiya [northwestern Morocco, centered 
on Kenitra], tha nk s to the Portuguese alliance, had withdrawn from the authority of the 
Cherkiya; they were good allies, but the latter were reluctant to face the Lusitanian [i.e. 
Portuguese] advance. Yahia ibn Tafouft was Berber and, sources say, his authority as the 
cai'd of Portugal was not well accepted by the Arab tribes. 

It seems to me that A.D.’s criticism of the policy of the Portuguese governors is very 
valid. He puts his finger on a wound, which, it should be surprising, was almost ignored 
by the historiography of the colonial period: it is slavery, the trade in men, an undisputed 
Portuguese specialty in Africa. In Morocco the soldiers were big fans of cavalgadas, this 
is how brutal plundering expeditions were called from which one brought back large and 
small cattle and also human cattle which were much appreciated, because they sold well 
in a time when there was a lack of hands in the Algarve, Andalusia and the Atlantic 
Islands. 7 The Portuguese were not the only ones, the Andalusian gentlemen who called 


6 Quickly the supply of food and equipment to the garrisons became the essential part of the trade. 
Therefore, one can wonder if the subjects of the King of Spain, Andalusians especially, were not the 
main beneficiaries of the presence of the Portuguese since it is they who mainly supplied them. See R. 
Ricard, “The Portuguese places of Morocco and the commerce of Andalusia,” Annales de l 'Institut 
d'Etudes Orientales d'Alger, IV, 1938, pp. 129-153 and also “The Portuguese factors of Andalusia,” 
Sources Inedites de VHistoire du Maroc, Portugal, t. II, 2 nd part, 1946, pp. 564-73. These two articles are 
reproduced in “Studies on the History of the Portuguese ...”, pp. 143-175 and pp. 177-192. 

7 For example in 1510 in Tenerife a slave was worth 40 or 50 arrobes of sugar, or 13,000 to 15,000 
maravedis. C. Verlinden, “Gli italiani nell'economia delle Canarie all'inizio della cclonizzazione 
spagnola,” Economic e Storia, 1960, n° 2, pp. 149-172. 



them entradas were also crazy about this kind of sport 8 , but let's be sure, as much for the 
profits as for the glory or the game! All pretexts were good for making slaves: so nothing 
should annoy the governors of Safi and Azemmour more than to see Yahia release 
prisoners taken during pacification expeditions. By denouncing this cald to King Manuel, 
he was accused of pursuing a dream of power, they were not lying: Yahia behaved in 
politics, as a statesman concerned about the future - his own in particular, but also that of 
the domination of the king of Portugal to whom his fate was linked. They, short-sighted 
soldiers, in a hurry to get rich in a few years, before being dismissed, as almost all of 
them were, A.D. remarks, because of their abuses, brutally operated the pompe a 
phynance [literally, the finance pump; figuratively, the economy] instituted taxes on 
transactions in their city, imposed fines, imprisoned and sold those they could snatch, 
welcomed slave traders ... 

It is precisely these abuses that led to a reversal. Protests formulated in a respectful but 
firm tone on behalf of their tribes by notables abound in the volumes of Portuguese 
documents of the Sources Inedites. Addressed to the king, they remained ineffective. The 
people had no other recourse than to flee or to revolt. Around 1513-1515, there were 
many migrations to the Sultanate of Fez, then under Wattasid domination. The heaviness 
of the taxes collected in kind, cereals and horses, which Damiao de Gois enumerates with 
complacency, would have alone justified this attitude of the tribes. In addition, their 
perception gave rise to abuses or conflicts which were in fact settled by punitive 
expeditions of unheard-of violence: one can imagine that the slave hunters rubbed their 
hands when a tribe refused to pay. 

With the reduction of the territory and the number of subservient men, the exasperation 
of exploitation led to indiscriminate looting of enemies and vassals, reducing to despair 
the latter who had hoped to escape the violence of their neighbors or that of the Wattasid 
Makhzen by seeking the protection of the authority of King Manuel ... A.D.’s study 
brings out generalized violence at the start of the 16 th century. So much so that the 
attitude of the governor of Arzila, the count of Redonda, whose annalist Rodrigues says 
he was that kind of owner who would have wanted to shear his herd every year before 
killing it and taking its skin, appears to be surprisingly benign compared to that of his 
peers in other places. 

Resistance centers had appeared 
fairly quickly in the north and 
south of Morocco. In the North, 
they were around Chechaouan 
[just inland from Tetouan], 
founded by the Idrissid Chorfa of 
Jbel el-Alam [45 km from 
Tetouan] (in 1471, notably 
precisely at the time when the 
Wattasside took Fez from 
another Idrissid), and around 
Tetouan repopulated by 



As we have been able to write quite nicely: “Sources Inedites”, Portugal, t. 1. 1934, p. 1. 














Andalusians refugees who were often eager for revenge. In the South, the Chorfa, masters 
of the Sous, very quickly prevented the forays of the Santa Cruz garrison; by 1518 they 
were fully blocked behind its ramparts. It is in the central plains that the political vacuum 
allowed the best advances by the Portuguese: did they not reach the walls of Marrakech 
and go to Animal (Sidi Rahal) in 1515? [120 
km north of Marrakech] Did they not make 
the people of Tumeglast (Gemasa) pay tax? 

[On the plain not far from Marrakech] But 
when the Saadian Chorfa managed to cross 
over to the land of the Haha tribe, after 
securing control of the road to the Bouibaoun 
pass and the Tizi Maachou [123 km sw of 
Marrakech], a direct threat hung over Safi. 

The only governor of Safi with any political 
stature, Fernando d’Atayde, disappeared and 
his successor, Yahia, did the same in a short 
time. The territory they controlled was 
reduced to around thirty kilometers around the 
town. It was quickly the same around the other 
places, and again the control was neither 
absolute nor permanent. 

We know the end: the unexpected storming of Santa Cruz (Agadir) on 12 March 1541. It 
was closely followed by the evacuation of Safi and Azemmour to which the governors 
and dignitaries, deaf to the financial difficulties of their king, had refused to evacuate in 
1529 and 1534, invoking the honor and the duty not to abandon conquests considered 
sacred. All that remained in the Doukkala was Mazagan [El Jadida], powerfully defended 
by new ramparts, artillery and easy to rescue, because of its port. The capture of Fez in 
1549 by Mohammed ech-Cheikh engendered a kind of panic. The threat of a Saadian 
fleet loomed large, not without reason, and Ksar es-Seghir [between Ceuta and Tangiers] 
was abandoned after costly work to strengthen it with the Fort du Seinal; at the same time 
Arzila [Asilah] was deemed indefensible. The Portuguese kept only two posts on the 
Strait: Ceuta and Tangier. 

It was impossible to get supplies for a good part of the year, the ports being inaccessible 
from November to March. The negligent administration of Lisbon loaded ships with too 
deep a draft which made it impossible to go up, for example, the channel of the Oum er 
Rbia to Azemmour. This is why the garrisons often suffered from hunger and anxiety,and 
resorted to eating spoiled wheat. In fact, the balance between tribal loyalties and the 
needs of the garrisons was only established favorably around 1512-1515, even leaving a 
surplus intended for Portugal, which was often in deficit, or for the trade in Mauritania 
(but the cause may be just long time rather than the extent of Portuguese domination). It 
quickly turned negative: it was necessary to import grain from the Atlantic islands or buy 
it in Andalusia. If one had hoped that these places d'Alem Mar would be self-sufficient, 
they were quickly disappointed. Hunger made sorties imperative, legitimized looting ..., 
and exasperated the violence. 
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But the miserable life of the fronteiras was the same throughout the Maghreb, and was 
well known. On the other hand, a balance sheet had never been attempted for Morocco, 
and that made by A.D. is very negative. I think it is far from exaggerating: it could be 
much more severe. 

Thus, one cannot hesitate to say that the Portuguese occupation was a disaster for the 
Atlantic plains, that is to say the richest regions of the country. First of all, a demographic 
catastrophe: the Doukkala and the Chaoui'a, as well as the Chiadma and the Haha, to a 
lesser extent, had emptied. Part of the inhabitants fled, as has been said, to escape taxes, 
looting, slavery and death. Some were enslaved and sold in Portugal, Andalusia, or the 
islands of Madeira or the Azores. How many have been torn from their country in this 
way? We can’t tell. A.D. gives an eloquent example: in 78 years, Arzila had taken in from 
the small neighboring Beni Gorfet massif more than 5000 souls. Another part was killed 
- there were about as many dead on average as there were captives on each expedition - 
or suffered hunger from the destruction. The action of the Portuguese and their local 
allies, who were not the least ferocious, was combined with the famine of the century, in 
1521, followed by an epidemic, as is often the case. The misery was such that fathers sold 
their daughters, brothers their sisters. Unheard-of things ( causa nunca vista nem auvida) 
says Rodrigues, who nonetheless recounts placidly how he too went to Azemmour to buy 
these beautiful Mauresses who tempted the merchants so much that he saw the estuary of 
the Oum er Rbia covered with caravels and an extraordinary animation in the city. The 
figure of 100,000 slaves sold at that time, in one year, in the Iberian Peninsula, seems a 
minimum. If we consider that these were mostly young women, we can imagine the long¬ 
term demographic consequences of this appalling drain. Finally, when they saw 
themselves cornered at the start, the Portuguese, during the last months of their presence, 
were seized with a murderous rage: their raids had no other reason than the massacre and 
the soldiers did not stop killing until seized with fatigue ( depots de se enfadarem de 
matar). So much so that A.D. estimates, by comparing the data of Mannol, who wrote 
around 1545, with those of Leon, dating from approximately 1515, that the population of 
the Atlantic regions having suffered the Portuguese presence had decreased between 
these two dates, in 30 years, between 34 and 44% ... Even if it can only be approximate 
figures, the tenn disaster is justified. 

Urban life has been particularly affected. The ancient towns, once occupied by the 
Portuguese, were reduced to mediocre garrisons. The many small centers which formed a 
veritable urban network in these regions were the first victims of the slave raids. The 
sedentary population could not maintain itself. The semi-nomads were able, by changing 
location, to get by better perhaps, although most of the expeditions reported in the 
sources concern the douars. 

The material destruction was severe. The war was waged in very brutal forms, so usual 
on both sides, the crops were burnt, the trees cut down, the herds stolen, the wells were 
blocked, thus causing damage that took very long to repair, especially as the number of 
men was greatly reduced. It took decades to heal these wounds which, under the reign of 
Ahmed al-Mansour, had not yet healed: the towns remained depopulated, many towns 
had not recovered, semi-nomadic life had taken hold everywhere because it was, in our 
opinion, the most convenient way to put these under-populated regions back into 
operation. 



To us, to fully appreciate the effects of the Portuguese occupation, it seems necessary to 
add that the reign of ed-Dahabi [Ahmad al Mansur ed Dehabi, 1578 - 1603] ended in a 
real cataclysm: plague, famine and civil war raged for more than twelve years which 
plunged the country into a horror of which little has been said until now. So much so that 
these regions which were beginning to recover sank again, and, insofar as the 
demographic regime remained inexorably subjected to the famine-epidemic cycle until 
the dawn of the 20th century, it can be said that the Portuguese destruction has been 
evident until the beginning of (that) century. The occupation of the good lands of the 
Atlantic plains by semi-nomads or peasants in the process of settling on the ground, 
considered paradoxical and economically scandalous, and his explanation of the 
misdeeds of the Bedouin Arabs imprudently introduced by the Almohads 9 seems to us, 
rather, to be due to the cruel destruction of the 16 th century. 

The record of the Portuguese occupation for Morocco is therefore very dark, even more 
so than A.D. describes. But is it as negative as he presents it for Portugal? Certainly, from 
1525, the Moroccan places weighed very heavily on their finances, and one could say that 
this small kingdom spent there considerable sums, almost in vain, which it could have 
used in a more profitable way for the country in India and Brazil. The problem then 
remains as to why the opposition of the African party to the evacuation (of Morocco) 
could not be overcome? Is it only because the aristocracy was powerful enough to defend 
its positions? Or should we not suppose the help or benevolent neutrality, at least of part 
of the Portuguese merchants supplied with slaves (despite the importance of Black Africa 
in this area) and above all protected from competition from the Saadien sugar which 
could have undermined their virtual monopoly of this product in Europe? The studies of 
R. Ricard had shown that during a period which should be circumscribed more precisely, 
Morocco was a very important part of the Portuguese Empire, which is confirmed by 
V.M. Godinho in a remarkable work published (finally) recently. 10 There was a time 
when exploitation was undoubtedly profitable, it seems that from around 1475 until 
around 1515 or 1520, the increasing costs associated with the building of strongholds and 
despite all hope, they had to be seen as taking from the country. The ideal for Portugal 
would have been to be able to maintain relations of the type maintained with Safi towards 
1480 or with Massa around 1500. It is true that the risk existed of seeing the vassal not 
respecting the obligations of the treaty: this was the case for Azemmour. The military had 
to come to the aid of the merchants, or rather of state capitalism to prevent defections or 
foreign competition. By force of circumstances, they were the ones who won. It seems to 
us that the internal contradictions of the Portuguese system should be highlighted: the 
elements to do so exist in the abundant published or unpublished documentation. 


9 H[enri] Terrasse, “L'ancien Maroc, pays d'economie egaree,” Revue de la Mediterranee , t. IV, n° 17, 
1947, pp. 1-30. It is hard to believe that Morocco went astray when it was Portuguese colonial aggression 
that was responsible for the serious disorders. See also the critique of the theses of X. de Planhol: B. 
Rosenberger, “L'Islam et la terrc,” Revue de Geographic du Maroc, 1969, n° 15, pp. 153-166. 

10 Vitorino Magalhaes Godinho, L'economie de Vempireportugais auxXV e etXVI e siecles, (Paris, 1969) 

857 p. See in particular the reminder on the caravan trade, pp. 95-127, and chapter III entitled Caravelles 
contre chameaux,pp. 173-226. 



These remarks, far from being criticisms or reservations, come on the contrary from 
reading a study which has the great advantage of clearly asking questions that had not 
been addressed until then and this, on the solid basis of’documented and serious work. 


2. The Saadian Chorfa in the Sous and Marrakech until 1525 
(Africana Bulletin, n° 10, 1969, pp. 31-51) 

In this article published in French, the author tries to reconstruct the events and 
circumstances which allowed the Saadians to seize southern Morocco. 

He first recalls the political fragmentation of Morocco in the face of the Iberian colonial 
expansion. But the Portuguese aggression was the cause of a reaction which was 
expressed in maraboutism: the zawayas of the disciples of Jazouli (Mohammed ben 
Sliman es Semlali) were founded in large numbers after his death in 1465. A.D. noted 
that it is the Berber populations who were most receptive to the marabouts, as it is they 
who resisted the Portuguese the most. Since the 15 th century, a cherifien or cherifist 
movement developed, which the Merinids tried to exploit domestically for themselves but 
which, quite naturally, escaped them in favor of the Idrissids first and the Saadians. The 
conviction is established that only the chorfa were called and authorized to rule the 
Muslims. In establishing this conviction, what was the role of the zawayas, the marabouts 
and the chorfa themselves? This is, in our opinion, an area of research that should be 
cleared up. 

['Chorfa ; also sharif cherif. a traditional Arab title meaning noble or highborn; for 
Sunnis, it suggests descent from Muhammad] 

The descendants of the cherif Zidan ben Ahmed who came from Yanbo in the 14 th 
century to the Draa valley were established and perpetuated there. But can we say that 
they had founded at Tidsi in the Ternata region their own zawiyal Their cherifian 
ancestry, questioned in the 16 th century by their Wattassid adversaries, was contested in 
the 18 th century. It was then that they were given the name of Beni Saad to exclude them 
from the Hachimites originally as Nachr al Mathani says. [Hachemite, hashemite: direct 
descendants of Muhammad’s great-grandfather, Hashim ibn Abd al-Manaf], In any case, 
says Ifrani, at the beginning of the 16 th century, their cherifian status was generally 
accepted. This simple reminder was indeed enough, and the discussion on the reality of 
their ancestry is quite pointless. 

It is with the construction of the fort of Santa Cruz do Cabo de Gue by the Portuguese 
gentleman Lopes de Sequeira in 1505 that the political role of the Saadians begins. This 
fort quickly became, with the help of the Ksima and Arabs, a center of brigandage and 
slave trade. The reaction of the populations made the victims of these acts, under the 
leadership of the Saadians, led to the loss by Sequeira of a second fort (Ben Mirao) built 
on the rocky islet of Tamrakht 11 , probably in 1511, and Santa Cruz, also attacked, is sold 


11 On this islet I was able to verify the presence of remains of stone constructions bound by mortar which 
had been pointed out to me by A. Luquet. Are these vestiges of the fort built by Lopes de Sequeira? We 
know that the fort of Santa Cruz began by being made of wood ( hum castelo de pao); around this castle 
was built another, very strong, of stones and lime. And when the work was finished he went to build 
another castle on a rock separated from the land in front of a village of Moors called Tamrakht. This 



by him to the King of Portugal in November 1512. The miserable fort is then transformed 
into a stronghold, provided with a garrison of hundreds of men. This first expedition 
directed against Santa Cruz was according to A.D., an excellent pretext to mobilize under 
their authority the tribes under the slogan of the fight against the Infidels. Indeed the 
threat represented by the fort of Sequeira was far from having the weight it had after 
1514. Moreover, it appears from the accounts of Ifrani and Ibn Askar that Mohammed el 
Qaim had for some time been carrying out skilful and long-term propaganda in the tribes 
aimed at obtaining royal power for himself or his sons. These, by making themselves 
known in the struggle against the Portuguese of Arsila and Tangier, obtained material aid 
from the Wattassids and a sort of investiture in the form of a standard and a drum, the 
usual attributes of the ca'ids (have they really been?). They were thus able to form an 
embryonic troop to wage the holy war in the Sous. 

At the origin of the authority taken by Cherif Mohammed, different accounts which 
overlap show that the tribes, aware of the weakness caused by the divisions, were looking 
for a leader who could lead them into battle. The jazoulist marabouts who were 
approached, refused to set aside their religious role, but advised them to address 
themselves to the Cherif of Draa. It was in 915 H. (1509-10) that the talks began through 
the intermediary of Akk a's marabout, Mohammed ibn M’barek. In 916 H. (1510-11) in 
Tidsi (near Taroudant), Mohammed ben Abderrahman was proclaimed warlord and took 
the nickname of A1 Qa'im bi-amrillah. This nickname not only makes explicit his mission 
as leader of a holy war, A.D. posits that he wanted to underline by this title that he gave a 
wider meaning to his prerogatives and to his mission', he also sees the will to give a 
religious motivation for the march towards power, which seems obvious but remains 
vague. The Mahdist A resonance of this title seems to me to be remarkable. Following the 
unsuccessful siege of Santa Cruz in 1511 there was a dispute between A1 Qaim and the 
oligarchy which ruled Tidsi (Sous). A.D. supposes that the occasion could have been the 
commercial interests of notables who traded with the Portuguese places. Since the arrival 
of royal factors that trade existed indeed, but it was only after 1513 that an important 
trade is attested to exist; it does not seem to have existed in the time of Sequeira, in 1511. 
A.D. puts forward another explanation which should hold our attention. He agrees with 
R. Montagne on the antiquity in this region of the leff system: from the Almohad period 
the tribes which constituted the leff Igezulen (Gezula) in the 19 th century, had formed an 
alliance. The Saadian party of Ilalen, an important element of the /c?// Igczulcn, led that of 
the allied tribes and the resistance of the tribes of the opposing leff Ahoggwa. Tidsi was 
in the territory of the Issendalen, a fraction of the Ichtouken of the leff Ahoggwa. Sidi 
Mohammed ibn M’barek had succeeded in engaging this city to obey the cherif. The 
failure of the siege of Santa Cruz was enough to incite the Issendalen of Tidsi to revolt 
against what appeared to be an attempt to dominate the Igezulen. A1 Qaim was forced to 
withdraw to Draa. 

A Mahdist : of the Mahdi: Messianic figure who will appear at the end of times with Jesus 
Christ to rid the world of evil and injustice and establish the Divine kingdom of 
Allah/God. 


rock surrounded and beaten by the sea bore the name of Ben Mirdo. The Moors took it from him by 
treason. P. de Cenival, Chronicle of Santa Cruz du Cap de Cue, 1934, pp. 22-25. 



A.D. supposes that the initiative to create an organized force to resist the Portuguese 
came from the Ilalen, whose chioukh, to avoid the suppression of one of them and 
according to a recognized habit, preferred to offer the command to a foreigner to the 
tribe. Leffs solidarity results in mobilizing the tribes of /e// Igczulcn in the service of the 
Saadians. B This would explain, for example, why in 1511, according to Leon, the 
population ofHea and that of Sous agreed to retake this fortress (Agadir). In fact, 
according to Montagne, the Haha are part of the Igezulen leff And this would also be the 
reason why the cherif was called prince of the Sous and the Haha. The hypothesis is 
attractive, but, it must be admitted, the details of the alliances, the relations between 
tribes are still too little known for these times: it is difficult to verify, to be sure that the 
role of the leff was a determining factor. In fact, links of another nature, religious for 
example, also existed, as A.D. points out, between the zawiya of Afoughal among the 
Haha, where Imam Jazouli died, and his followers like Mohammed or M’bark and Ibn 
Omar el Matghari who promoted the recognition of el Qa'im. It would also be necessary 
to know what was the role of the powerful Regraga, whose reputation as mujahiddin has 
remained very strong and which can be found along the coasts, from Tensift to Sous. If 
the lasting hostility of certain tribes of the Anti-Atlas to the Saadians like the In Gist 
(Hanchisa) has its cause in the politics of the leff how to explain that they ended up 
rallying, finally rather quickly, more by love only by force as Marmol remarks, which 
seems to contradict the exclusivism of leff ... In any event, the quarrel with Tidsi ended in 
1513. A1 Qa'im returned to settle there. And in 1514 Taroudant recognized him in its turn. 
His sons had returned from Fez and a war contribution had been raised among the tribes. 12 
This made it possible to maintain a troop of 500 horsemen. In 1514, according to Leon, 
they had 3,000 horsemen. 

The Portuguese threat being the most serious at this time in the Atlantic plains, 
Mohammed el Qa'im went to the Haha to fight the Portuguese. Also at the same time the 
Sultan of Fez, Mohammed el Bortogali, arrived. And these three forces displayed a lively 
diplomatico-military activity near the tribes to win them to their cause. The return of the 
Wattasside to Fez simplified the situation: Abda and Gharbiya, put at ease, abandoned the 
Cherif to return to the Portuguese. [?] Mohammed al Qa'im settled in Afoughal, with his 

B Tribes: 

Gezula tribe: came to occupy the Sous along with Lamta and Haskoura Amazigh tribes. 
( https://afroasiatics.blogspot.com/) . Affiliated with the tauregs of the Sahara; the racial 
makeup of these groups has been disputed for decades including in this paper in section 
4 and the issue remain contentious to this day. 

Ilalen: one of three principal divisions south of the Sous; Shtuka is on one side and 
Iberkaken is on the other. See Budgett Meakin. Land of the Moors, a comprehensive 
description. (London, Sonnenschein, 1901) p. 393; URL: 

https://archive.org/details/landofinoorscompr00meakuoft/page/393/mode/lup7qMlalen 

Ahoggwa, Issendalen, and Ichtouken are assumed to be clans or tribes but no 
information has been found. 


12 Ifrani's story, Nozhet al Hadi, transl. Houdas, pp. 75-76, is curious. Is it a legend? After ordering to bring 
an egg by fire, Al Qa'im ordered those who had brought an egg to give a dirhem ... 





eldest son al Aaraj. We can think that this is not only to benefit from the baraka of Imam 
Jazouli, but probably also from the information network and the possibilities of action of 
the zawayas of the disciples of Jazouli. The youngest son, Mohammed ech Cheikh, was 
responsible for administering the Sous. He set about making it a solid base with an 
activity which quickly obtained results: for example by developing the cultivation of 
sugar cane.But it was then, remarks A.D., that the expulsion of the Portuguese from Santa 
Cruz became an especially economic necessity, it was necessary to conquer a port. .. 
where French, Spanish and English boats could freely dock to load sugar and other 
products from the Sous in exchange for firearms and military equipment. Indeed, trade 
through the small ports of Tarkoukou and Tafetna was random. While waiting to seize 
Agadir (in 1541), Mohammed ech Cheikh developed trade with Sudan to obtain gold. He 
could, by increasing his resources, be less dependent on the Berbers. Thus in 1517 the 
Portuguese intercepted a caravan laden with wheat heading south to seek gold. The 
blockade around Santa Cruz tightened. One of the first effects of the power used by al- 
Qa'im and the order he enforced in the Sous had been to destroy the profitable slave trade. 
And when a line of fortified places surrounded the Portuguese place, the forays of the 
garrison were made very difficult. 

At the same time the Saadian authority is firmly established in the Draa despite the 
resistance of the mezwar of Tansita, with the support of the Haut Draa, of the Ait 
Wawazgit. 

In 1517, al Qa'im died and was buried near Jazouli. At that time the Chorfa took control 
of the road which connects the Sous to the Haouz of Marrakech by the Argana corridor. It 
was held until then by an ally of the Portuguese, the Sheikh of Aglagal. As the two 
strongest personalities on the Portuguese side disappeared - Atayde in 1516 and Tafouft 
in 1518 - the task was made easier for the Saadians who were able to seize the central 
Atlantic plains and Marrakech. The Portuguese coastal places still held out, but could no 
longer claim to play an active role, nor to be a real danger for the nascent Saadian state. 
The once subjugated tribes revolted, resisted or emigrated. As for the Portuguese chiefs, 
they did not get along with each other. We have also seen that they were only thinking of 
immediate profits. The terrible famine of 1521-22 was a test from which the Chorfa 
emerged to their advantage. According to Torres, thanks to their wise administration, the 
regions under their authority suffered less than others from the effects of this calamity. 
What influence exactly did it have on the capture of Marrakech? Did it delay it or, on the 
contrary, make it easier? Indeed if it is correct, as A.D. says, that in 1525 the Saadians 
were welcomed with great pomp on their entry into the city by the Emir Bou Chentouf 
who was the master, almost like kings, it was after a revolt of the latter who had tried to 
take advantage of their remoteness in the Sous. Indeed el Aarej had joined his brother 
there, when he had already entered the city in 1522 or 1523. 13 

A.D. also raises a question which deserves to be examined in detail: that of Mahdism 
which could exist at the time of the accession to power of the Saadians. To say (p. 49) 
that the population of southern Morocco had acquired the conviction that Cherif Ahmed 
el Aarej was the expected Fatimid does not appear to us to be absolutely contrary to the 


13 On this famine and on the point of the entry of the Saadians into Marrakech see our study in 
collaboration with H. Triki to appear in Hesperis-Tamuda. 



truth, but rather a quick conclusion. Mohammed ech Cheikh, he took the nickname El 
Mahdi, and we can be sure that he believed in his mission, as his epitaph proclaims. 14 The 
atmosphere of the time included this eschatological expectation: Jazouli's disciples asked 
him the question before his death, because public rumor claimed that he was the expected 
Fatimid. It would be necessary to study in detail the religious atmosphere, that is to say, 
to know the ideas spread by the zawayas, to know how the Saadians themselves 
conceived their mission: clues such as that of the nickname taken by Mohammed ibn 
Abderrahman, the father of the two princes, must be compared to other manifestations. It 
seems to me that, far from denying the presence of Mahdism, this research would attest to 
it: one can easily see all its interest for a real knowledge of Moroccan Islam. 

In 1525 the whole Haha fell into the hands of the Saadians who got rid of Bou Chentouf 
shortly after the town was taken over. They then appear as the heads of a state limited to 
the north by the Tensift wadi, but which extends over the Haouz, the western High Atlas, 
the Sous, the Anti-Atlas and its southern borders. But they are in no rush to take the royal 
title. On the other hand, the transfer to Marrakech of the remains of Jazouli appears to be 
very significant. It is with good reason that A.D. compares it with the cult of Moulay 
Idris in Fez, established by the Merinides; In addition to the recognition shown by this 
homage to the sheikh of the many marabouts who had supported them, I would see a 
political calculation: the blessing that the relics of Jazouli could bring to the city which 
was now their capital 15 , mattered less than the desire not to allow the return of an 
adventure like that of Omar Es Seyyef who had traveled the country carrying with him 
the body of his master, or the refusal to let the crowd of the faithful gather at the tomb of 
the wali elsewhere that in the neighborhood of power: Afoughal could have become a 
center of opposition. 

A second stage was to begin in the career of the Saadians, where they appear much less 
as leaders of holy war than as pretenders to sovereignty over the whole of Morocco. They 
rely more and more on the Arab Maqil tribes from the Sahara and no longer only on the 
Berber tribes of leff Gezula. 16 

3. In a small article published in French in 1970 in Africana Bulletin no.13, pp. 31-41: the 
identification ofTessetand Guaden, localities ofNumidia, according to the description of 
Jean-Leon I'Africain A.D., struck by the difficulty of the last editors of Leon to identify 
these localities with Tichit and Ouadane, is convinced that they are not in Mauritania. He 
proposes to see in Tesset Tissint, in other words Agadir Tissint at the foot of Jbel Bani, 
and he provides in support of his hypothesis many arguments drawn from Leon the 
African as well as from Mannol and from the geography of the two localities: the texts of 


14 G. Deverdun, Inscriptions arabes de Marrakech, 1956, pp. 82-85: This is the tomb of our master the 
Imam ... the heir of the Caliphate, the stock of the Imamate, the mahdi of the community with the obvious 
sign, the treasure of existence announced by secret predictions ... And this passage: He filled the earth 
with righteousness and purged it of the defilements of iniquity and of sins, whether it was steep or level. 

15 The Saadian capital went from Tidsi, near Taroudant to Afoughal, near the tomb of el-Jazouli, but such 
was the strength of the link, the transfer of the princely residence to Marrakech resulted in that of the 
remains of the saint. 

16 We may wonder if the appeal made to these Saharan tribes is not a consequence of the depopulation of 
Haouz, following epidemics and famines. See our study on these demographic questions, in collaboration 
with H. Triki, to appear in Hesperis-Tamuda. 



the two authors apply better to Tissint than to Tichit. The locality of Guaden, more 
difficult to identify, would also be in pre-Saharan Morocco. The first was the siege of a 
Saadian garrison intended to protect the Saharan borders. 

4. In 1971 a study was published in the Polish review Kwartalnik Historyczny entitled 
“The Moroccan sugar industry in the period 1516-1623” 17 (it is followed by a brief 
summary in French). It should be noted first of all that A.D. could not use P. Berthier's 
thesis, as he himself points out. His work is therefore based solely on the study of texts. 
But on many points he brings additions or corrections to P.B.'s work so that a long 
clarification with discussions would be necessary. As we reserve the right to do so, we 
will content ourselves with indicating the essential content of this very interesting study. 

The main sugarcane growing region in Morocco has been the Sous, due to favorable 
natural conditions. Plantations existed there at the beginning of the 16 th century, 
according to Leon the African, but there was a small quantity of sugar produced that had 
a burnt color, and thus did not meet the requirements of the international market. 

It was the Saadians, and in particular Mohammed ech-Cheikh, as soon as he was at the 
head of the administration of the Sous, who developed the culture of the cane and the 
sugar industry. The texts of Diego de Torres are very clear on this point. The foundation 
(or recovery) of Taroudant in 1516 coincides with the creation of vast plantations around 
the city. But it was not until 1541 that the sugar industry experienced a real boom. There 
are two reasons for this success: first, the introduction of technical processes to produce a 
refined white sugar, which, according to Marmol, we owe to a Jew who had converted to 
Islam and who would have been helped by Portuguese captured in Agadir; secondly, with 
the capture of Santa Cruz do Cabo de Gue (Agadir), the Saadians have a good port 
allowing them to export a product now of a quality equivalent to that of other producers. 
However, alongside white sugar, unrefined brown sugar and molasses are sold as well. 

Before his death (1557) Mohammed ech-Cheikh undertook to extend the plantations 
north of the Atlas, in the Haha and Chichaoua. But A.D. wonders if it was not only 
during the reign of Al-Mansour, as Fichtali's text seems to say, that they really went into 
production. 

The sugar factories were leased for several years to Jews or sometimes to Europeans, the 
only ones able to raise the capital necessary for the payment of the lease and the 
operating costs. But they belonged to the Sultan; in reality it was a royal monopoly. 
Construction and maintenance were likely to be by corvee. [Free labor owed to a lord by 
his serf.] However, certain plantations were considered to belong to the Sultan (muIk). 
According to A.D., the agricultural labor force was made up of Berber peasants, as 
Marmol says (t. 2, p. 21), some technicians were European captives perhaps. The author 
does not think that there were black slaves on the plantations and in the sugar factories; 
we do not find an express mention of them anywhere, and it is wrong, according to him, 
that we wanted to assimilate the plantations in Morocco with those of the Atlantic or 
American islands, places where there was a shortage of labor, while in Morocco the 


17 A. Dziubinski, “Cukrownictwo marokanske w latach 1516-1623,” Kwartalnik Historyczny, t. LXXVIII, 
1971, pp. 2e9-286, summary in French. Mrs Dabrowski kindly translated this article, I would like to 
express my thanks to her. 



situation was very different, on the contrary there was an abundance of workers. The 
Sous was at that time very populated, overpopulated even, and the peasants of this region, 
as evidenced by the works of development of the ground (terraces, irrigation), had great 
experience in agriculture and a high degree of technical skills. In Leon the African, (1.2, 
p. 502), we see in Egypt, where the situation was very similar, the sugar cane cultivated 
by the fellahs. If, in fact, the bulk of the workforce was made up of peasants from whom 
the State had taken their land, and who had therefore become day laborers on the 
plantations, we can better understand the movement of revolt which broke out in 1598, 
under Ahmed al-Mansour and which coincides with the plague, in fact with a weakening 
of the Makhzen and its capacities of repression: these landless, proletarianzed peasants 
wanted to destroy a system which had led them to misery. 

The Moroccan sugar industry had been developed by the Saadians for export, but the 
Portuguese, thanks to the plantations of the Atlantic Islands (Madeira, Azores, Cape 
Verde, Sao Tome) and Brazil had at the beginning of the 16 th century a virtual monopoly 
of sugar trade in Europe. And, as long as they held Agadir, they were able to prevent, or 
at least significantly restrict, the sale of Moroccan sugar. Also, the taking of the place was 
announced with a joy, which Diego de Torres echoed, by Mohammed ech-Cheikh to his 
brother El Aarej: it would be a happy beginning for the negotiation of sugar. And indeed, 
a few months after the fall of the city, ships flooded into the bay to exchange fabrics and 
other products for sugar. The economic situation has remarkably favored Morocco. The 
old Mediterranean production centers (Egypt, Cyprus, Crete, Sicily, Andalusia) had been 
in irremediable decline since the beginning of the 16 th century, while the market in 
Europe and in particular in Italy was constantly expanding. As for the new producers, the 
Atlantic Islands, after a very brilliant period, they experienced great difficulties in the 
second half of the 16 th century due to parasites, the ruin of the soil, and slave revolts. 

A.D. demonstrates this crisis with eloquent figures. So much so that around 1570-80, 
conditions allowed al-Mansour, thanks to the incessant increase in European 
consumption, to increase the surface area of the plantations. However Morocco, with its 
some 100,000 arrobes c of sugar per year, has never been a great sugar power. On the 
other hand, it was able to occupy on the markets of the Netherlands, England and even 
France and Italy, the places left wanting without the crops from the Portuguese Islands 
and the Canaries. The policy of Charles V that prohibited his Spanish subjects from any 
trade with North Africa from 1549 greatly benefited the Flemings, French and English 
who came in large numbers to the Sous. 

In payment they brought not coined money, but fabrics and above all, although this was 
prohibited, arms and ammunition or metals, such as tin intended for the manufacture of 
artillery, which the Saadians needed to increase the strength of their army. It is above all 
the English who seem to have engaged the most in the arms traffic, their government took 
part in it itself. So many British merchants came in and competed so fiercely that the 
market was disrupted. Some were ruined by the maneuvers of unscrupulous competitors, 

(C) Arrobe: a measure of sugar; 1 arrobe = 25 pounds, 80 arrobes = 1 ton; The Plantar’s 
Monthly (Honolulu, November 1891) X (11): 484 - 485; URL: 
https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/bitstream/10524/2113/1/PM-v 1 On 11-1891 .pdf 


but also because the sugar trade experienced embarrassment from the Moroccan side 
from 1580. Some Jewish farmers went bankrupt in 1582-83 and in greater numbers in 
1589 causing very serious difficulties for European merchants, especially English. These 
crises, according to A.D., are linked to the financial demands of al-Mansour who at that 
time was building the Badi Palace in Marrakech and undertaking conquests in Touat and 
Gourara (1582). The crisis of 1589 was so severe that it had a lasting impact on Anglo- 
Moroccan trade. The French, like Trevache de Rouen, took the opportunity to lease sugar 
factories on fairly favorable terms and make life difficult for the British. 

But that was the end of the lucrative trade in Moroccan sugar. From 1580, Brazilian sugar 
arrived in Antwerp at unbeatable prices and in ever increasing quantities. 

The Makhzen ’s sales difficulties led to a serious decline in its financial resources. And 
according to A.D., who formulates an extremely interesting hypothesis, it would probably 
be to compensate for the fall in his income from sugar that al-Mansur launched his troops 
in 1591 to conquer the Sudan rich in gold. Let's say, for our part, that many indications 
show the embarrassment of the economy and the royal finances when the columns of 
Jouder were shaken. The end of the reign of al-Mansur was marked by a deep and violent 
crisis from which the Moroccan plantations did not survive, destroyed by what an English 
document calls the common people, the sweets would have required too much care and 
money from a state whose structures had collapsed in more than ten years of plague, 
famine and civil wars. It is difficult to fix an exact date of death, of this activity One of 
the last records dates from 1623. 

To conclude, the author wonders if Moroccan sugar did not reach Poland through the 
intermediary of English or Dutch merchants. 

5. The study published in Polish in the military history journal Studia I materialy do 
Historii Wojskowosci 18 on the Moroccan army and war fleet at the time of the sultans of 
the Saadi an dynasty has been translated and will be published in the journal Hesperis- 
Tamuda. It is not a question of summarizing it; but the following remarks can be made 
about it. The role of the army has been fundamental. It is the instrument that the Saadian 
Chorfa used to become the masters of Morocco by eliminating the Wattassids, and then 
to hold the country until the end of the 16 th century by a network of garrisons or under the 
threat of a rapid intervention with a very mobile and effective force. One can say that 
they remain thus in the tradition of the preceding dynasties: it is also by the military 
conquest that the Makhzen Ahnoravid, Ahnohad and Marinid imposed themselves; it was 
the same later for the Alaouites. However, the modernization of the Saadian army, 
equipped with numerous firearms - cannons and arquebuses - made it a force which, by 
the virtual monopoly of these new weapons in Morocco, was irresistible. The result was 
that the Saadian Makhzen in the sixteenth century enjoyed an authority without doubt 
unequaled in the history of Morocco, as A.D. points out. But relations with the population 
remained based on a conception that the sentence attributed to al-Mansour by Ifrani 19 


18 A. Dziubinski, “Marokanska armia i flota wojenna w XVI wieku za panowania sultanow z dynastii 
saadyskiej,” Studia i materialy do Historii wojskowosci, t. XVII. l re p., pp. 25-49. Wojskowy instytut 
historyczny, Warszawa, 1971. 

19 Ifrani, Nozhet al Hadi, p. 259. 



seems to us to be revealing: The people of the Maghreb are madmen whose madness 
cannot be treated other than by holding them with chains and shackles. 

But the Saadians’ military effort also had other objectives than maintaining order. In the 
impetus of the conquest of Fez, Mohammed ech-Cheikh had invaded the former kingdom 
of Tlemcen, which had become Turkish possession. As we know, the conflict with the 
Ottomans did not end to his advantage. What exactly were the Saadian Cherifs 
objectives? What should we think of certain threatening remarks made to his ambassador 
against the sultan of the boats' ? 20 Turkey was to remain until around 1600 a danger that 
the Saadians were wary of. The relations between the two powers are very poorly 
understood and have never been studied. It appears however that the Chorfa, obliged to 
spare the Grand Seigneur, avoided confronting him openly, but refused, as much as they 
could, to recognize him as their overlord. One can think that the vigilance of the troops 
massed in Fez and towards the eastern border was not only defensive, but that these 
troops had to be ready to exploit a possible failure of the Turks in Algeria. 

However, it was against the Portuguese invader in 1578 that the Saadian anny had to 
defend the country, and knew how to demonstrate its strength. The victory of the Oued el 
Makhazin suddenly raised Saadian Morocco into the first rank of the powers bordering 
the Mediterranean. Al-Mansour had inclinations to use this force against Spain. But it 
was ultimately towards a less difficult and more lucrative objective that he launched it in 
1590, by sending Jouder to Sudan. Was it not the resumption, in a different form, of an 
ambitious - expansionist - policy already attempted by Mohammed ech-Cheikh? 

One cannot doubt the ambition of the Saadians when looking at their efforts to build a 
navy. Was it to imitate the Turkish rival or to loosen the pressure from the Iberians and 
even go on the counterattack? This naval aim seems to us even prior to 1549-50. And it 
still manifested itself clearly under Ahmed al-Mansour and survived under Zidane, which 
clearly shows the interest shown in the question by the rulers of this dynasty. 

We must be grateful to A.D. for drawing attention with this study to little-known but very 
significant aspects of the work of an important dynasty in the history of Morocco and for 
forcing to reflect on the place and the organization of an essential cog of the Makhzen. 

All in all, we spent a little time on the work of Andrzej Dziubinski to make them known 
in the country which is the object of his studies and which is therefore the first concerned. 
They seem to us to illustrate the possibility of advancing historical research simply by 
looking again at the documentation already published. It is by raising issues hitherto 
neglected, such as the slave trade, the loss of demographic substance, the importance of 
the world economy in the development and then, the ruin of the sugar trade, the link of 
this trade with the efforts of the Saadians to build a modernized state apparatus, that the 
contribution of this Polish historian is positive. 


Bernard Rosenberger 


20 En-Naciri, Kitab al Istiqsa, Archives Marocaines XXXIV, 1936, p. 51, which seems to follow the 
Chronique anonyme saadienne, Fagnan translation in Extraits inedits relatifs an Maroc, p. 381. 
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Travaux sur Vhistoire du Maroc aux xv" el XVI'' siecles publics on Pologne-. 

L’interet pour les pays musulmans d'Afrique du Nerd n’est pas chose 
absolument nouvelle en Pologne : les travaux de T. Lewicki, sur les 
Ibadites par cxemple, font autorite ( l 2 ). Mais on peut constater quo, dans 
la mesure ou lc continent africain dans son ensemble v suscite do nom- 
bieuses etudes d’histoire, de geographie, de sociologie ou d'arch^ologie, 
celles consacrees au Maghreb sont en nombre croissant. Une revue, 
u Aftic ana Bulletin >, publics par la faculty de Varsovie et dont les articles 
originaux paraissent en fran5ais et en anglais, en est la manifestation 
tangible. 

Mais 1 'acces aux travaux publies dans des revues polonaises est, on le 
con^oit, difficile. II nous a pam que, comptc tenu do leur inter£t et de leur 
importance pour une p^riode dc 1 'histoire du .Maroc encore tres rnal con- 
nue, il serait utile de donner un aperQu des recherches faites par un pro- 
fesseur de 1 'university de Varsovie, en introduction, en quelque sorte, a la 
publication id me me d’un article traduit en fran9ais sur l’armee saadienne. 

M. Andrzej Dziubinski a soutenu, le 26 oetobre 1969 a Varsovie, unc 
these de doctor at intitnlee « Le Maroc dans la premiere petiode du regne 
des Cherifs saadiens, transformations 6conomique$ et politiques 1512- 
7578 ». Rile a ete ecrile sous la direction du professeur Marian Malowist. 
Rile n'a pas etc publico et nous n’en avons connaissance quo par un comptc 
rendu succinct ( J ), mais une partie de la mature en cst passSe dans plu- 
sieurs articles, dont nous parlerons plus en detail ci-dessous. La pens£e de 
A.D. a 6t6 de mettre en evidence rimportancc de l'oeuvre dc cette dynastic. 
Apres le morcellcment politique, de plus d’un si^cic, des demiers M6rinides 


(1) Citons : Les subdivisions 1 is I'lbadiya, <■ Stadia Isiamica IX », 1956, pp 71-62. 
— La repartition giographique des groupements ibadites dans I’Afrique du S'ord «« 
Mayen Age, Rnczni Orientalisticki, 1957, pp. 301-343. — UEtat nord-afncain de Takert 
et ses relations avec le Soudan occidental et central (1 la fin du vie* et au ix» si&cle. 
« Cahiers d'Etudes Africaines II », 1965, pp. 513-535. — Traits d’histoire du commerce 
suharien : marchands et tnissicninaires ibadites au Soudan occidental et central au cows 
des viii* xii* slides, « Etaografia Polska ». VIII, 1964, pp. 291-311. II fant signaler que 
M. Canard a fait an resume d'une partie des travaux de T. Lewicki dans la v Revue 
Africaitie » de 1959 

(2) tt Africana Bulletin » n 4 12, 1971, pp. 91-93. 
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et Wattassidcs, elle a su realiser la reconstruction politique et militaire du 
Maroc. Deux figures de souverains dominant cette periode, colic de Mo¬ 
hammed ecli-Cheikh rnorf on 1557 el. do Abdallah al-Ghalib, son fils et 
successeur, mort on 1574. 

L’auteur se fonde sur des sources arabes on europ^ennes connues, mais 
les utilise avec un regard neut, er: prenant coramc objet le Maroc lui-meme 
et non plus, comcne e'etait le cas dans Ic-s quel q lies travaux panis antericu- 
rement, les Europeens au Maroc. 

Une bonne partie de cette etude cst consaereo a l'histoire politique. Dans 
la disintegration territoriale du xv" siecle, avaient imergi quelques imirats 
dont le r 61 e a ete important aux origines de 1'ascension saadienne : par 
exe triple celui des H in tala de Marrakech, ou ceux de la valle du Dr r a. Les 
Saadiens se soul appuyis, on le sail, sur le mouvornent maraboutique, 
mais aussi, selon A.D., sur le systeme berbere du leff dans l’Anti-Atlas. 
Si bien que le souticn cfficacc dcs Gezula (Igczulen) aux Saadiens ne s'est 
pas dementi, mais ceux-ci ont ell a 1 utter tonlre les soulevements d’autres 
tribus ou confederations, de leff oppose, notamment ceux du Haut-Atlas 
occidental qiii, en 1551-53, ont menace serieusement l'ceuvre des Chorfa et 
dans lesquels A.D. voit les tenants d'un ultime snrsaut almohade. 

Dans le domainc econo mique ct social, no tons La critique qu’il fait des 
evaluations dc population faites par L. Massignon et V.M. Godinho. Le 
total ne devait pas dipasser 4 millions, dont 230 000 citadins environ. 
Le taux d’urbanisation (a peine 6 %) pa rat t plausible, et il est certain 
que les evaluations anterieures pechaient par cxccs ; mais quatre millions, 
pour des raisons tirees de 1’examen des nombreuses famines, pestes etc., 
semblent encore trop optnnistes. II signale un developpement des mines 
encourage par les Saadiens, notamment dans 1 'Atlas; mais le domaine 
Anti-Atlasique a du aussi Largement beneficier du progres de cette activi¬ 
ty ( 3 ). La fabrication sur place d’artillerie et l'essor de la construction na- 
vale apparaissent conune lies aux mines et, surtout, resultent de la volonte 
de se donner un outil militaire solide. L'extension des plantations de cannc 

(S) Voir B, Koeenbcrgtr, Les Vieillcs exploitations mimeres et les anciens centres 
m/ltallurgiqucs du Maroc. Essai de carte histanque. <> Revue de Gtogcaphie du Maroc 
1970, n*' 17, pp. 71-108 et n° 18. pp. 59-102. 
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a sucre et la multiplication des « moulins a sucre », objet d'un article sur 
lequel nous aliens rovenir, ct qui complete les travaux de P. Berthier, ont 
etc un el 6 mcnt fondamental dc 1’activitc econorniq-ue. De cette activate a 
results une amelioration notable du niveau dc vie cn particular chez les 
Berber es, mais avant tout un aceroissemenl des ressources de l'Etat, puis- 
que tel cn etait le but, nous semblot-il, 

Le commerce exterieur cst, selon A. D., peu important avee les pays du 
Soudan occidental, mais Test davantage avec les pays europeens. C'est la 
un point d’une importance considerable, Et il serai t bon de connaftre son 
argumentation etayee sur des sources. Ce jugement ne viendrait-il pas dc 
1 'abondance considerable de la documentation d’origine europccnnc sur les 
relations economiques entre les pays iberiques, 1 'Angleterre ou 1 'Italic et le 
Maroc, alors que Ton cn cst r 6 duit a traquer dans les memes sources quel- 
ques maigres indices, souv r ent in directs, d’un coinmerce entre le Maroc et 
I'Alrique Noire, la documentation interne faisant defaut completement ? 

L'^tude de la politique interieuTe de la dynastie saadienne, de son 
administration er de son systeme fiscal meriterait sans doute aussi la publi¬ 
cation, car la question des ressources de l’Etat est.cruciale. On no conn ait 
pas cn fait la politique fiscalc du Makhzen saadien, ct comment peut-on 
des lors juger son oeuvre politique et administrative ? Le chapitre consacr£ 
a l'armee, public en Pologne dans une revue d’histoire militaire, a fait 
1 'objet d'unc traduction et sera publie dans « Hesp 6 ris-Tamuda . : les 
lecteurs seront a memo dc voir les elements qu’il apportc, permettant dc 
inieux apprecier I'oeuvre saadienne. La politique exlerieure paratt en quel- 
que sortc dietee par l’equilibre international. L’Espagne et la Turquie se 
disputent 1 J hegemonic cn Medilerran^e. Pour preserver 1'existence tie leur 
Etat, ou dc leur dynastie, les Saadiens n'eurent qu’a joucr un jeu dc bas¬ 
cule, simple dans son principe, mais combien delicat dans la realisation, 
entre deux a Grands ». Com me faring e saadienne, prefigure aux yeux de 
A.D. 1’organisation militaire dc Moulay Ismail, il nous seinble que cette 
politique exterieure annonce celle des souverains du xix 8 siecle louvoyant 
entre 3 puissances concurrentes, Grande-Bretagne, France et Espagrie, et 
essayant d'annuler les pressions eti les opposant les rmes aux autres. 

Cepetidant la victoire d’El Ksar el Kebir, rendue plus facile par les 
erreurs incroyables de Dorn Sebastiao, fit la pretlve eclatante de la force de 
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I 'Ktal reconstruit par les Saadiens. Plus (ard lc Maroc aLlait m£me pouvoir 
passer de la defensive a une politique active en se lan^ant dans la conqu§te 
du Soudan, sous Ahmed el Mansour, dont le r£gne n’eut pas ete tel sans 
eeux. de Mohammed ech-Cheikh et d’Abdallah al Gbalib. 

A3'ant ainsi indiqut- les grandes lignes des rccherches de AjD ., nous 
pouvons avoir une idee plus precise des resultats qu'il a obtenus en analy- 
sant des articles qui ont paru dc 1967 a 1971. 


1. Quelques aspects economiques et sociaux de Voccupation portugaise 

sur le littoral atlantique du Maroc (1471-1550) 

Dans cet article paru en polonais ( 4 ), 1 ’auteur remarque d'abord que les 
recherches sur l'occupation portugaise de la cote atlantique du Maroc ont 
ete le fait jusqu'ici, de Portugais et de Frangais et qu'elles pechent par une 
double msuffisance. : quantitativement, clles apparaissent plutot comme 
des sous-produits de la publication de la collection des n Sources Inedites 
de l'Histoire du Maroc », et qualitativement leur point de vue est essentiel- 
lcnwnt cclui des int£r£ts du Portugal au Maroc. II reprend les sources con- 
nucs, presque exclusivement portugaises, pour ^valuer les effets 6conomi- 
ques ct sociaux subis par les regions occupies. Tout en pr^sentantle milieu 
naturel et lc contexle historique aux lecteurs polonais peu familiers avee lc 
Maroc, inais en insistant d'unc part sur les resources des plaines allanti- 
ques et d’autre part sur les contra kites s£v£res dees dc la nature in hospita¬ 
ller e de la cote, l'auteur s’efforce de delimiter 1’ex tension territoriale de 
{’occupation portugaise — une bonne carte vient appuyer son propos. Ont 
6te concernees les provinces du Habt (aujourd'hui la region de Tanger), le 
Tainesna (Chaouia), les Doukkala, les Haha et le Sous, mais la superficie 
tenuc a vari£ dans le temps et l’autorite portugaise ne se faisait pas sentir 
partout dc la meme manierc, Lc maximum d'extension, selon A.D., fut 


{ 4 ) A. Dziubiiiski, A ink tore aspekty gospodarezs. < SpoUczne portugal&kiej 
okuptiop atitmi yckittgo pobvsezv ro latach. 1471-I5S0, 0 Frzegiad Historyczny 

t. XjVIII, id* 3. WaiSzawa, 1907, pp. 437-463 ; resumes en russe et fran^ais. Je tieus a 
<;x primer tuute ma reconnaissance k M, G. Rieder de Marrakech qni a bien voulu fairs 
Ik traduction de cet article. 
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atteint de 1512 a 1525 Mais le reflux me semble avoir deja commence en 
1516-18 avec la mort du gouverneur de Safi et du meilleur allie du Portu¬ 
gal, Yahia ou Tafouft. 

La desagr^gation du pouvoir m£rinide puis wattasside a bcaucoup fa¬ 
cility I'installation des Portugais : la prise de Ceuta a coincide avec des 
guerres entre les pretendants merinides dans le nord du pays qui ont, non 
seulement intcrdit toute defense, mais it faudrait ajouter, ensanglante et 
ruine le pays, ainsi que Leon en temoigne en maint passage ; la prise 
d'Arzila ct celle de Tanger se sont faites pendant qu'un Wattasside atta- 
quait Fes ou regnait un Idrisside, Mohammed ben Imran al Jouti. 

C'est a partir de cette date, selon I’auteur, que la conqu6te du littoral 
marc Cain est entreprise. II nous par ait domrnage que le lien avec l’organi- 
sation de la traite sur les cotes de l'Airique Noire, bien mis oil luniiere par 
R. Ricard dans une des scules etudes qui se soient interessees aux aspects 
economiques, rneme si c'est du point de vue du conquerant ( 5 ), n'ait pas 
etc souligne. fti en effet des traites ont etc condus avec. Safi en 1481 ct 
Azcmmour en i486, c'est que certains pro du its com me les « hanbel », les 
chevaux et memo le ble sont necessaires a la traite d’Arguin, des rivieres 
de Guinee et de la Mina ou Ton oblienl or et esclaves. A cette phase de 
penetration diplomatique ct eoonornique dont fait encore partie l'etablis- 
sement d’une factorerie a Massa, done tres au Sud, en 1407, a sucocde une 
phase d’activite militaire qu’il eflt et£ bon d'opposer. Comment expliquer 
ce changcment de politique ? Selon nous, la raison en est dans la concur¬ 
rence castillane : Grenade torn bee en 1492 entre lours mains, les Rois 
Catholiques man if estent leurs appetits dans le nord du Maroc, a proximite 
du royaume de Tlemcen, depuis Iongtemps devolu a leur conquete, et dans 
le Sud en lace des Canaries. C’est en 1496 qu’est relevee la tour de Santa 
Cruz de Mar Pequena, sans doute sur l'actuelle lagune de Khnifis {Puerto 
Cansado). Cette expansion est en quelque sorte la poursuite de la Rccon- 
quista achevee dans la P^ninsule... Une lutte assez apre se livre alors pour 
la domination du Sous (au sens large e’est-i-dire Anti-Atlas et bordure 


(5) R. Ricaid, Le commerce de Berbirie et reorganisation economique de Vempire 
portugais aux xv e et xvi® sissies, e. Anna les de l’lnstitut d’Etudes Orientates d' Alger », 
t. IX, 1036, pp. 226-290. Article repris dans :t Etudes sur 1‘Histoiro des Portugais au 
Maroc », Coimbra, 1955, pp. 81-114. 
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saharienne cornpris). Les Portugais en sont sortis vainqueurs grdce aux 
tribus alliees qui out empech6 toute installation de forts espagnols. Mais 
oux-memes cornrnencent des lots a installer des points d'appuis militaires 
pour proteger les riches piaines atlantiques moyennes et m^ridionaJes des 
sujets d'Isabel et Fernando ; a la Santa Cruz castillane rSpliquc La Santa 
Cruz portugaise do Cabo de Cue, Agadir, fundee en 1505, La est selon 
nous lo toumant. Suivent alors l'dlablissernent du Castolo Rea) (MogadorJ 
qui est un cchcc, la prise de Sati (150b) puis d J Azemrnour. Mais a cette date 
deja les Castilians, de plus en plus attires par le Nouveau Monde, mais 
aussi par la croisade au Maghreb central, se son! effaces du Maroc ; e'est 
1 ’accord dc Sintra, en 1509. Cependant il nous semble que le r 61 c de eette 
menace espagnolc a ete decisif : ellc a redonne de l’importance aux mili- 
taires, a la colonisation nobiliaire, aveo ses brutalit^s, son esprit de rapine, 
son gout lerrien tic; la possession dn sol. L’essai de colonisation « lib£rale n, 
dans l'optique du capitalisme d'Etat, va cchouor, mine par dcs contra¬ 
dictions internes sur lesquelles il £aut a notre avis porter 1'attention. 

Bien que la superficie dominee ait £te rdduite, A.D. montre qu'elle re¬ 
presente les plus riches terres 4 ble et les zones les plus peuplees, regrou- 
pant au iuoins 1/3 de la population du pays, bref I'cssentid de. ce qu'une. 
autre colonisation a appd6 « le Maroc utile «. Pour la eontrdler, les effect if s 
des Portugais cantonnds dans huit places littorales apparaissent dcrisoircs ; 
environ 3 000 homines de troupes. Toutes les villes occupies s'etaient 
affreusement ratatiuees, one maigre population de soldats et de quelques 
colons flottait dans des remparts trop vastes. Safi avait moins souffert 
qu’Azemrnour presque completement abandonee. Les Portugais de ces 
places fortes n'etaient pas en majorite des nobles, car les plebciens etaient 
eil nombre dans 1'armee, m£me dans l’armc aristocratique qu'est la cava- 
lerie ; et 1'importance croissante de I’infanterie et des armes a feu donnait 
aux gens du pcuple, attires par de bonnes soldes et L’cspoir des profits dc 
la razzia, la preponderance numerique. Les risques etaient aussi certains 
quo les avantages, ct sculs les nobles pouvaient esperer des pensions. Ils 
restaient en definitive les principaux beneficiaires de la colonisation, no- 
tarnmenl par les coimnandeTnents qui leur etaient confies. Interessante cst 
la remarque sur lc r&lc des march an ds locaux, juifs, qui out su tirer parti 
de la situation et se rendre des intermediaires indispensable*, Mais ils se 
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heurtaient a la concurrence dcs fonctiomiaire* portugais qui prolilaient de 
leur office pour s’enrichir par le commerce et toutes sortcs dc trafics. Le 
rSle exact dcs commqrfants portugais. reste, selon l’auteur, a eclaircir. La 
question cst d’importance ( 6 ). En eftel, si les nobles, militaires ou fonction- 
naires, l’ont empork ce n'est pas d’un coup, et ('opposition n'a peubeitre 
pas ete toujours absolue. Pendant l'etablissement de leur domination dans 
la phase ascendante, les Portugais ont eu one veritable « politique indige¬ 
ne », celle que resume 1 ’expression « Mvuros de pazes » (Maures de paix, 
allies.) A.D., sans prejuge, tire des documents la conclusion que, d’abord, 
les Portugais n’ont gucre ete combattus dans les plaines atlantiques moyen- 
nes, an contraire, bien des chefs locaux, bien des tribus ont vu d'un bon 
ceil l’arrivSe de cette force nouvelle qu’ils ont essaye, conformement a des 
habitudes bien ancrees de faire entrer dans le jcu dcs eombinaisoqs locales 
de la politique tribale pour modifier cn leur faveur et de fa^on decisive 
I’eqoilibrc existant. A bien y regarder, Yahia ou Tafouft n’a rien fait d'au- 
tre. II etait le meillcur alli6 des Portugais, parce que lc plus efficacc, mais 
de loute evidence, meuait sa barque d une fafon qui n'etait pas du gorlt 
des gouverneurs de Safi ou d'A/jeirwiour. Cette politique r^aliste avail ses 
limites. C’cst ainsi que les Abda et les Gharbiya, grace a 1 'alliance portu- 
gaise, s'&aient soustraits k 1 ’autorite des Chcrkiya ; ils 6taient de bons 
allies, mais oes dernier* renftclaient devant l’avance lusitanienne. Yahia 
ou Tafouft 6ta.it berbere et, disent les sources, son autorite de eaid du 
Portugal 6tait mal accepts des tribus arabes. 

Tres valable me parait le pioces que fail A.D. de la politique des gou- 
verneurs portugais. II met le doigt sur une plaie, qui, faut-il fi'en etonner, 
a etc a peu pr£s passee sous silence par 1’historiographic dc la periode 
coloniale : il s'agit de I’esc lavage, lc commerce des hommes, speciality 
incontestee des Portugais en Afrique. Au Maroc les militaires 6taicnt de 


(6) Rapidement la foUmiture dc vivres et d’tquipcments auv garni sons cst de ve¬ 
nue 1’essentiel du commerce. Des lors, on peut sc demander si les sujets dn roi d'lispagne, 
Andalous Hurtout, n'onl pas les pnneipaux b^nSficiaires de la presence des Portugais 
puisque ce sout eux ossenliellcmeut qui les ravitaillaient. Voir R. . Ricard, Les places 
portugaises du Maroc et le commerce d' Andalousie, * All males dc Uustitqt d’Etudes 
Orientales d’Alger », IV, 1938, pp. 129-153 et auesi Les facteurs portugais d'Andalousie. 
k Sources Inedites lie l'Hisloire flu Maroc ». Portugal, t. II, 2° par tie, 1946. pp. 564-73- 
Ces deux articles sort repiis darns « Etudes sur l'Histoire des Portugais,.. :■), pp 143-175 
Ct pp. 177-192. 
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grands amateurs do « cavalgadas », c'est ainsi qu’on d^signait de brutales 
expeditions de pillage d’ou Ton rapportait du betail gros et menu et aussi 
du betail humain qui £tait bien le plus appr^cie, car il se veodait bien en 
un temps ou l'on manquait de bras dans 1 ’ Algarve, 1 ’Andalousic et lets lies 
atlantiques ( 7 ). Les Portugais n’etaient pas les seuls, les gcntilshommcs 
andalous qui les appelaient « entradas » raffolaient aussi de ce genre de 
n sport d (*), mais soyons eu stirs, autant pour les profits que pour la gloire 
ou 1 c jeu ! Tons les pr^lexles etaient bons pour faire des esclaves : aussi 
rien ne devait d£pitcr plus les gouverneurs de Safi et d'Azemmour que de 
voir Yahia relacber des prisonnicrs faits au cours d'expeditions de pacifi¬ 
cation. En denoncant au roi Manoel son card accuse de poursuivre un reve 
de pouvoir, ils ne mentaient pas ; Yahia se conduisait en politique, en 
homme d'Etat soucieux de Tavernr — du sien en particular, rnais aussi 
de celui de la domination du roi du Portugal auquel son sort 6tait lid. Eux, 
soudards ft courte vue, presses de s’enrichir en quelques annees, avant 
d’etre riestituds, comme ils I’dtaient presque tous, remarque A.D., a cause 
de leurs abus, actionnaient brutalement la « pornpe a phynance », insti- 
tuaient des taxes sur les transact ions dans leur villc, imposaient des amen- 
des, emprisonnaiont et vendaient ccux qu’ils pouvaient Happer, faisaient 
bon aecueil aux marchands d'esclaves... 

Ce sont preciscmcnt ces exactions qui ont entraSne un retoumemnnt. 
Les protestations formulces sur un ton rcspectueux mais ferme au nom de 
leurs tribus par des notables abondent dans les volumes des documents 
portugais des * Sources In edit es *. Adressdes au roi, elles Testa iei it sans 
efficacird. Les gens n’orit plus eu d'autre recours que la fuite ou la revoltc. 
Vers 1513-1515, nombreuses ont ete les migrations vers le sultanat de Fes, 
sous la domination wattasside. La lourdeur des impdts peryus en nature, 
edrdales et ohevaux, que Damiio de Gois enumere avec complaisance, 
aurait a elle seulc justifid cette attitude des tribus. En outre, leur perception 
donnait lieu a des abus ou des coo flits qui se rdglaient en fait par des 


(“) Par exempt en 1510 4 Tenerife un eselave valait 40 au 50 urrobes de sucre 
soil 13 COO a 15 000 marav^dis. C. Verliuden. Gli italumi nell'econotnia delle Canaria 
aU’inisio della cclanixtaticne spaznolu, ft FxOnomia e Storia », 1960, n" 2, pp. 149-172. 

(8) Conune oil a pu l’6crire assez jolimcnt : u Sources Inedites », Portugal, t I. 
1934, p. 1. 
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expedition* punitivcs d’unc violence inouie : on peut s'imaginer que les 
chasseurs d'esclaves se frottaient les mains lorsqu'une tribu refusait de 
s’acquittcr. 

Avec la reduction du territoirc et du nombre des hommes domines, 
)'exaspiration de ['exploitation conduisit a piller indistinctomcnt cnnemis 
et vassaux, rcduisant an dcscspoir ccs derniers qui avaicnt cru echapper 
aux violences de leurs voisins ou a celles du Makhzen wattasside en cher- 
chant la protection de 1 ’ auto rite du roi Alanoel... L'Etude de A.D. fait 
rcssortir urie violence gEnEralisEe cn ce dibut de xvi* siecle. Si bier que 
1 ’attitude du gouverneur d’Arzila, lc comte de Redondo, dent 1 ’annaliste 
Rodrigues dit qu'elle etait celle d’un proprietaire qui auxaii voulu tondre 
son troupeau chaque annee avant de le tuer et Ini prendre la pcau, apparait 
com me etonnamment binigne en comparaison de celle de ses phirs des 
autres places. 

Des centres de resistance Etaient apparus assez vite ail nord e( au sud 
du Maroc. Dans le Nord autour de Cbechaouan, fondee par les Chorfa 
idrissides du Jbel Alam (en 1471, precisiment an moment, s’en est-on a vi¬ 
se, ou le Wattasside prenait Fes 4 un autre Idrisside"), ct autour dc Tetouan 
rcpcuplee pax des Andalous refugies, souvent avides de vengeance, Dans 
le Sud, les Chorfa, mail res du Sous, ont ties vite limit e lcs sorties de la 
gamison de Santa Cruz, bloquie des 1518 derriere ses remparts. C'est dans 
les plaines centrales que lc vide politique a perm is les plus beaux coups 
aux Portugais : ne sont-ils pas arrives jusqu'aux murs de Marrakech et 
alles jusqu'i Animal (Sidi Rahal) en 1515 ? Ne faisaient-ils pas payer [’im¬ 
pel aux gens dc Tumeglast (Gemasa) ? Mais lorsque les Chorfa saadiens 
ont riussi a passer che 2 lcs Haha, apres s'Stre assuri le controle de la route 
du col de Bouibaoun et du Tizi Maachou, une menace direetc a pese sur 
Safi. Yahia, disparu peu aprEs le seul gouverneur de Safi avant quelque 
cnvcTgure politique, F. de Ataide, le territoire eontrole s’est reduit a une 
trentaine de kilometres autour de la place. II en fut rapidement de mcrae 
autour des autres places, et encore le contrdle n'etait ni ahsolu ni perma¬ 
nent. 

On sait la fin ; la prise d’assaut inattendue do. Santa Cruz (Agadir) le 
iz mars 1541 Elle tut suivie de prEs par 1 ’Evacuation de Safi et Azemmour 
a laquelle les gouverneurs et les dignitaires, sourds aux difficultes finan- 
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cieres do tour roi, s'6taient refuses en 1529 et T534, invoquant Thonneur 
et lc devoir de ne pas abandonner des conqueles jug£cs sacrees. II ne resta 
plus dans les Doukkala que Mazagan, puissamment d£fenduc par des 
remparts neufs, de 1'artillenc et facile a secourir, a cause de son port. La 
prise do Fes, en 1549- P ar Mohammed ech Cheikh engendra une sorte de 
panique : on crut a la menace d’une ilotte saadienne, non sans raison, 
nous semble-tdl, mais Ksar es Sghir fut abandonnc, apres de couteux tra- 
vatix pour le renforcer par le fort du Seinal, en m$me temps qu’Arzila 
jugee undefendable, Les Portugal* ne garderent que deux postes sur le 
Detroit : Ceuta et Tanger, 

II etait impossible dc ravitailler les places une bonne partie de 1'annec, 
les ports etant inaccessibles de novembre A mars, I’administration de Lis- 
bonne, n^gligente, chargeait des navires d’un trop fort tirant d’eau, inca- 
pables dc rcmontcr par cxcmple le chenal de l’Oum er Rbia a Azemmour. 
C'est pourquoi les gam iso ns ont souvent connu la faim et Tin quietude, ont 
sou vent mange du ble avari£. En effct, la balance entre les redevances des 
tribus ct les besoins des gamisons s'£tablissait favorablement vers 1512- 
'1515, laissant meme un surplus destine au Portugal souvent rieficitaire ou 
A la traite de Mauritania (mais la cause en est peut-etre autant de bonnes 
amides quo l’^tcndue de la domination portugaisc). Elle est vite de venue 
negative : il a fallu importer du grain des lies atlantiques ou en aeheter 
en Andalousie. Si Ton avait espere que ces places « d'Alem Mtir » vivraient 
en autarcie, cet espoir fut vite dequ. La faim renda.it imp6r Fuses les sorties, 
legitim ait le pillage..., exasp^rait la violemce 

Mais la miserable vie des fronteiras, la meme clans tout lc Maghreb 
etait d£ja connue. Par contre jamais un hilan n'avait 4 te tente pour le 
Maroc, ct celui que fait A.D. est trfcs negatif. Je pense qu’il est bien loin 
d’exage rer : on pourrait etre nettement plus severe. 

Ainsi, on ne peut hesiter a dire que 1’occupation portugaisc a 6t6 une 
catastrophe pour les plaines atlantiques, e'est-a-dire les regions les plus 
riches du pays. Une catastrophe demographique d'abord : les Doukkala 
et la Chaouia, ainsi que les Chiadma et Les Haha, a un moindre degre, se 
sont videes. Une partie des habitants a fui, coxnme il a et£ dit, pour cchap- 
per aiix impflts, an pillage, a I'esclavage et a la mort. Une partie a ete 
reduite en esc lavage ct vendue au Portugal, cn Andalousie, on dans les lies 
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de Madere ou des Azores. Combien ont et£ ainsi arrach£s a leur pays ? On 
ne peut le dire. A.D. donne un example Eloquent ; en 78 a ns, d’Arzila 
on. a pris dans le petit massif des Beni Gorlel voisin plus de 5000 ames. 
Une autre partie a dte tuee — il y avait & peu pres autant de morts en 
moyenne que de captifs a chaque ejcpddition —, ou a et£ victime de la 
faim consecutive aux destructions. A Taction des Portugais et de leurs 
allies locaux, qui n'etaient pas les moms fcroccs, s’est combin^e la famine 
du si£cle, en 1521, suivie d'une 6pidemie, commc il est frequent. La mis£re 
fut telle que des peres vendaient leurs fflles, des freres leurs soeurs. Chose 
inouie (causa nunc a vista nem ouvida) dit Rodrigues qui racontc dependant 
placidement comment il est a)l6, lui aussi, a Azemmour achctcr de ces 
belles Mauresses qui tentaient tellement les marchands, qu'il a vu l’estuaire 
de TOurn er Rbia couvert dc caravelles et uue animation extraordinaire 
dans la ville. Lc chiffre dc too 000 esdaves vcrulus a cc moment, cn un 
an, dans la Pdninsule iberique, paiait un minimum. Si Ton considere que 
e’etaient surtout des femmes jelines, on peut se reprisenter les consequen¬ 
ces d6mographiqnes a long terme de cette cffroyable ponction. Knfin, lors- 
qu'ils se virent accules au depart, les Fortugais, pendant les derniers mois 
de leur presence, ont ete pris d'une rage meurtricre': leurs raids n'avaient 
plus d'autre raison que le massacre et les soldats ne s'arr&taient de luer 
que saisis de fatigue (depots de se emfadarem de malar). Si bien que A.D. 
estime, cn comparant les donnees de Marmol, qui ecrit vers 1545, avec 
celles de Leon, datant de 1515 approximativement, que la population des 
regions atlanliques ay ant subi la presence portugaise avait diminu6 entre 
ces deux dates, en 30 ans, do 34 a 4^ %... Mcmc s’il ne pout s'agir que de 
chiffres approx i matifs, le terme de catastrophe est justifie. 

La vie urbainc a plus particulierement frappee. Los villos ancienncs, 
occupies par les Portugais, s'^taient r^duites a de m^diocres garnisons. Les 
nombreux petits centres qui constituaient un veritable r6seau urbain dans 
ces regions ont 6te les premieres victimes des raids esclavagisles. La popu¬ 
lation sedentairc n'a paa pu se maintenir. Les semi-nomades ont pu en 
change ant de territoire, s’en tirer pcut-ctre mieux, encore que la plupart 
des expeditions rapport^es dans les sources concement les douars, 

Les destructions mat£rielles out 6te graves, La guerre 6tait menee sous 
des formes tres brutales, alors habituclles de part et d'autre, on brfllait les 
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recoltes, on coupait les arbres, on volait les troupeaux, on allait jusqu'i 
bomber des puits, cojnmettant ainsi des degats tres longs a reparer, d’au- 
tant que le nombre des hommes s'etait fortement reduit, II a fallu des 
deceunies pour panser ces plaies qui, sous le r£gne d'Ahmed el Man sour, 
n’etaient pas encore cicatrisdes : les villes restaient depcuptees, beaucoup 
de bourgades ne s’etaient pas relcvccs, la vie semi-nomade s’etait partout 
ytendue parce qu’elle etait, selon nous, le moyen le plus commode de 
remettie cn exploitation ces regions sous-peupl£es. 

Mais il nous parait neccssaire d’ajouter, poor apprecier les effets de la 
presence portugaise, que le rcgne d’ed Dahabi s'est termine par un veri¬ 
table cataclysme : la poste, 1a famine ot la guerre civile ont sevi plus de 
donzc ans et ont plonge lc pays dans une horreur dont jusqu’fi present on 
n'a gu6re parle. Si bien que ces regions qui comniengaient a se relever 
ont sombre de nouveau, et, dans la mesure oil le regime demograpliique 
reste inexorablement sournis au cycle famine-Epidemic jusqu'i 1'aube du 
xx r siiiclc, on peut affirmer que les destructions portugaises ont ete mani- 
festes jusqu’au d6but dc cc sidclc. L'occupation, jugee paradoxale el 
scan dale use 6conomiquemenl, des bonnes ter res des ptaines a tl antiques par 
dcs semi-mnnades ou des paysans en voic dc fixation au sol et son explica¬ 
tion par les mefaits des Arabes bddouins imprudemment introduits par les 
Almohadcs ( g ) nous semble due plutbt aux cruellcs destruebons du xvL 
siecle. 

Le bilan dc 1 ’occupation portugaise pour le Maroc est done tres noir, 
plus encore qua ne le dit A.D. Mais est-il aussi negarif qu'il lc presente 
pour le Portugal r Certes, des 1525, les places niarocaines ont pese ties 
lourdement dans ses finances, et on pourxait dire que ce petit royaume a 
ddpensd la, a peu pres en pure perte, des sommes considerables, qu’il 
aurait pu utiliser de fa^on plus rentable pour lui aux Indes et au Biesil. 
Le problemc reste alors pose dc savoir pourquoi 1 'opposition du parti 
« africain » a 1 ’evacuation n’a pu etre vaincue ? Est-ce seulemcnt parce 
que 1’aristocratic etait asse2 puissante pour defendre ses positions ? Ou ne 
doit-on pas supposer 1’aide ou la neutrality bienveiHaute, au moins d’une 

(9) H Ternisso. L'anciun MtirOc, pays d' ectmoinie igarie, i: Revue (le la, M<?di- 
trrranie », t. IV, 71* (7. 1947, pp. 1-30- II parait difficile de croirc que le Maroc s'Cst 
eg«ir£ larsfjiic l’agression colonials portugaise est responsible dc graves ddsordres. Voir 
aussi la critique d<;$ theses de X. dc Planbol ■ B. Rcsenbergcr, L’Islam et la tetre. 
« Revue de Geographic du Manic [969, n" 15, pp. 153-166. 
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partie des marchands portugais approvisionnes en esclaves (rnalgr£ 1'im¬ 
portance de l'Afrique Noire dans ce domaine) et surtout prot6g6s de la 
concurrence du sucre saadien qui efit pu porter atteinte & leur quasi mono¬ 
pole de ce pro dtrit cn Europe ? Les etudes de R. Ricaxd avaient montre 
que pendant une periode qu’il faudrait circonscrire plus pr^cisement, le 
Maroc a ete une piece tr£s irnportantc de l'empire portugais, ce qui est 
confirme par V.M. Godinho dans un remarquable ouvrage patu (enfin) 
recemment II y a cu un temps oil 1 ’exploitation a 6t£ sans aucun doute 
beneficiaire, semble-t-il de 1475 environ j usque vers 1515 ou 1520, les frais 
augmentant avec 1‘installation de places fortes et malgre l'espoir qu’on a 
cu de les voir se nourrir sur le pays. L'ideal pour le Portugal eut ete de 
pouvoir maintenir des rapports du type de ceux entretenus avec Safi vers 
1480 ou avec Massa vers T500. II est vrai que le risque existait de voir lc 
vassal nc pas respecter les obligations du traits : ce fut le cas pour Azem- 
mour. II a fallu que les militaires viennent au secours des marchands, ou 
plutot du capitalismc d'Etat pour emp£cher des defections ou la concur¬ 
rence utrangfire. par la force des choses ce sont eux qui 1'ont emporte. 11 
nous semble qu'il faudrait mettre en lumiere les contradictions internes du 
systeme portugais : les £l£mcnts pour le fairc existent dans 1'abondanle 
documentation publiee ou encore in£dite. 

Ces re marques, loin d’etre des critiques ou des reserves, viennent au 
contraire a la lecture d’une etude qui a lc grand a vantage de poser nette- 
ment des questions qui n’ avaient pas 6te abord6es j usque li et ce, sur la 
base solide d’un travail documents et serieux. 

2. Les Chorfa saadiens duns le Sous et a Marrakech jusqu en 1525 

(« Africana Bulletin » n M 10, iqbQ, pp. 31-51) 

Dans cet article paru en frangais, 1 ’auteur essaie de reconstituer les 
4v£nemems et les circoristances qui ont permis aux Saadiens de s'emparer 
du sud du Maroc. 

I] rappelle d’abord l'6miettement politique du Maroc cn face de 1 ’ex¬ 
pansion coloniale ib^rique. Mais 1 *agression des Portugais fut la cause 

(10) Vitorino Magalhaes Godinliu, L'dconomie de l'empire portugais aux xv* et 
xvi? slides, Paris, I960, 857 p. Voir en partLciiIier le rappel sur le commerce caxavanier, 
pp. 95-127, et le chapitre III intitule « Caravelles coutre chameaux », pp. 173-226. 
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d’une reaction qui s'est exprmi^e dans le maraboutisme : les 2 away as des 
disciples de JazouJi (Mohammed ben Slim an es Semlali) sc f on dent en 
grand tioinhrc apres sa mort en 1465. A.D. remarque que ce sont les popu¬ 
lations berberes qui ont fait le meillcur accueil aux marabouts, commc ce 
soilt elles qui ont le plus resiste aux Portugais. Dcpuis le XV* siecle, se 
d^veloppait un mouvement cherifien, ou cherifiste, que les Mcrinides ont 
essayc de domestiquer mais qui, tout n afore llement, leux a cchappd au 
profit des Idrissides d'abord et des Saadiens. « La conviction s’etablit que 
souls leg chorfa 6taient appelds et autorises a gouverner les musulmans ». 
Dans lYrtablissement do cctte conviction quel a e(e le role deg zawayas, des 
marabouts et des chorfa eux-memes ? C’cst la, scion nous, un domainc 
de rec.herches qui dcvcait etre defriche. 

Les descendants du ch 4 rif Zidan ben Ahmed venu de Yanbo au xiv" 
siecle dans la vallee du Drbi s'y 6taient etablis et perpetues. Mais peut-on 
dire qu'ils avaient fond£ a Tidsi dans le Temata « leur propre zawiya » ? 
Leur ascendance cherifietine mise en doulc des le xvi‘ siecle dans 1 ’entou¬ 
rage dc leurs adversaires wattassidcs, tut con testae au xvnr siecle, C'est 
alors qu'on leur donna le nom do Beni Saad « pour les exclure des Hachi- 
mites a I’origine » comme le dit'le Nachr al Mathani. l)e toute fa^on, dit 
If rani, au debut du xvi* siecle, leur qualite de Cherif fut generalement 
acceptee, Ce simple rappel suffisait en effet, et la discussion sur la realite 
de leur ascendance est assez oiseuse. 

C’esl avec la construction en 1505 du for tin de Santa Cruz do Cabo dc 
Cue par le gentilhomme portugais Lopes de Sequeira que va com men cor 
le r 61 e politique des Saadiens. Cc fortin dovient rapidement, avee l'aidc 
des Ksima et d’Arabes, un centre de brigandage et de trafk d'csclaves. 
La reaction des populations viettmes de ces agissements, sous la conduitc 
des Saadiens, aboutit a la pertc par Sequeira dhin second fori (Ben Miiao) 

■ y 

constant sur 1 'ilot rocheux de Tamrakht ( ,l ), sans doute en 1511, et Santa 

(10 5ui cet Slot j'ai pu verifier la presence de restes de constructions de pierres 
liees par du mortiur qui m'avaient etfi signal es par A. I-uquet. S'agit-il de vestiges du 
fortin construit par Lopes de Sequeira. } On salt que le fort de Santa Crux a commence 
par £tre en bois (hum casrslo de pao) a vim it qu'autour de ce chateau, il eu IQt construit 
<• un autre, trea fort, de pierres et de ciiaux ». Et lorsque les travail x en fluent acheves 
■i il s'en alia b&tir un autre cii&teau bur uu rccher s6par6 de la terr<- en face d'un bonrg 
de Maures appele Tamrakht Ce rocher eritoure et battu par la mer portait lc nom dc 
Ben Mhio. Les Maures le lui prirent par tiallison a, P (le Ctuiival, C hr unique da Santa 
Crus du cap de Cue, l£f34, pp. 22-25. 
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Cruz attaquee est revenduc par Ini au roi de Portugal en novembre 1512. 
Le miserable fortin se transforms alors en place forte, pourvue d'une gar- 
nison de centamcs d’hommes. Cette premiere expedition dirigee contre 
Santa Cruz fut selon A.D., - un excellent pretexte » pour « mobiliser sous 
leur autorite les tribus sens le mot d’ordre de la ;.utte contre les Infideles *. 
Rn effel la menace representee par le fortin de Sequeira etait loin d'avoir 
le poids qu’elle cut apres 1514. En outre, il ressort dcs recits d'lfrani et 
d’Ibn Askar que Mohammed el Qatrn menait depuis un certain temps dans 
les tribus une propagande habile et do Longue haleine visant a faire obtenir 
le pouvoir royal a lui-m6mo ou a ses fils. Ceux-ci, on sc faisant connaltre 
dans la lutte contre les Portugais d’Arcila et de Tanger obtinrent des Wat- 
tassides une aide matdriclle et une sorte d'mvestiture sous forme d’un 
etendard et d’un tambour, attributs habituels des caids (l’ont-ils ete reelle- 
rnent?). Ils purent ainsi former une troupe embryonnaire pour mener la 
guerre sainte dans le Sous. 

A Torigine de Tautorite prise par le Clierif Mohammed, differents recits 
qui se recoupent montrent que les tribus, conscientes dc la faiblesse qu'en- 
trainaient leers divisions, cherchaient un chef qui put les rnener au combat. 
Les marabouts jazoulisles pressentis se reluserent a sortir de leur role 
religieux, mais conseill^rent do s'a dresser au Chcrif du Dr "a. C’csl cn 
qrs H. (1509-10) que les pourparlers s’engage rent par 1’intermediate du 
marabout d'Akka, Mohammed ou Mbark. En 916 H, a Tidsi (pres de 
Tarotidanl), Motiammed be.n Abderrahman fut proelarnc chef de guerre 
et prit le surnom de Al QaVm bi amr illah. Ce sumom explicite non seule- 
ment sa mission de chef de guerre sainte, A.D. pense qu'il voulait « souli- 
gner par ce titre qu'il donnait une signification plus vasle a ses prerogati¬ 
ves et ci sa mission », il y voit aussi « la volont£ dc donner nne motivation 
religieuse k sa marche vans lc pouvoir », ce qui parait Evident mais reste 
vague. La resonnance « mahdiste » de ce titre me parait devoir £tre remar- 
qu£e. A la suite du si£ge infruclucnx de Santa Cruz cn 1511 il y eut un 
differend entre Al Qaim et i’oligarchic qui dirigeait Tidsi (Sous). A.D. 
suppose que 1'occasion a pu en etie les intents commerciaux des notables 
qui trafquaient avec la place portugaise. Depuis I'arriv^e de facteurs 
royaux en effet, mais e’est sculemenl aprfe 1513, un commerce important 
est atteste ; il ne semble pas avoir exists du temps de Sequeira, en 1511. 
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A.D avance une autre explication qui doit retenir noire attention. II 
admet avec R. Montagne I'anciennete dans cette region du svsteme des 
leff : des l’epoquc almohade les tribus qui constituaient au xix* siecle le 
leff Igezulen (Gezula), avaieril constitue une alliance. Si bien que L’adhe¬ 
sion immediate au parti saadien des Ilalen, element important du leff 
Igezulen, entraina cclle des tribus alliees et la resistance des tribus du leff 
Ahoggwa oppose. Or Tidsi ctait sur le territoire des Issendalen, traction 
des Jchtouken du leff Ahoggwa, Sidi Mohammed ou Mbark avait r^ussi £ 
engager cette cite a obeir au cherif. L’echec du sidge de Santa Cruz suffit 
pect-etie a inciter les Issendalen de Tidsi k la revoltc contre ce qui appa- 
raissai'. com me une tentative de domination des Igezulen. A 1 Qaim fut 
oblig6 dc sc retircr au Dr c a. 

A.D. suppose que l'initiative de-crecr une force organisee pour register 
aux Fortugais a t-mane des Ilalen, dont les chioukh, pour 6viter la supprti- 
matie dc l'un d’eux et scion une habitude rcconniie, ont prof ere proposer 
le commandement a un etranger a la tribu. La solidarity de leff aboutit a. 
mobiliser an service dcs saadieus les tribus du leff Igezulen. Ainsi s’expli- 
querait par cxemple qu'en 1511, scion Leon, « la population du Hca et 
celle du Sous s'entendirent pour reprendre cette forteresse (Agadir) ». En 
offnl, scion Montague ton jours, les Haha font partie du leff Igezulen. Et 
ec serai t aussi la raison pour laquelle le Cher it 6tait appele prince du Sous 
et des Haha. L’hypo these est seduisantc, mais, il taut bien l'avouer, le 
detail des alliances, les rapports entre tribus sont encore trop mal connus 
pour ces epoquea : il est difficile de verifier, d'etre sQr que le role des lejf 
a etc determinant. En effet des liens d'autre nature, religieux par exemple, 
existaient egalement, A.D. les signale, entre la zawiva d'Afoughal chez les 
Haha, ou etait mort Tirnarn Jazouli, et les disciples de celui-ci eonmte 
Mohammed ou Mbark et Ibn Omar cl Matghari qui avaient appele a recon- 
naitre el Qaim. Il faudrait aussi savoir quel a ete le role des puissants 
Regraga, dont la reputation de muiahiddin est restee tres vivace et qu'on 
trouve an long des cotes, du Tensift au Sous. Si 1'hostility durable de cer- 
taines tribus dc l’Anti-Atlas aux Saadicns comme les In Gist (Hanchisa) a 
sa cause dans la politique des leff, comment expliquer qu'ils aient fini par 
se rallier, assez vite finalement, « plus par amour que par force * ainsi que 
le remarque Marmol, ce qut parait contredire Fexclusivisme du leff... 
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Quoi qu'il cn soil la brouille avec Tidsi pril fin ea 1513. A 1 Qaim revint 
s’y installer. Et en 1514 Taroudant lc rcconnut & son tour. Scs fils etaient 
revenus de Fes et une contribution de guerre avait .ete levee parrni les 
tribus ( I2 ). Elle permit d’entretenir une troupe de 500 cavaliers. En 1514, 
selon Leon, e’est 3 000 cavaliers dont ils disposal eat. 

La menace portugaise etant la plus grave a ce moment dans les plaines 
atlantiques, Mohammed el Qaim passa chez les Haha pour combattre les 
Portugais. Mais, au. meme moment y arrival! aussi le sultan dc Fes Mo- 
bammed el Borfogali. Et les trois forces cn presence deployment une vivo 
activite diplomatico-militaire aupres des tribus pour les gagner a leur 
cause. Le retour du Wattasside & F£s simplifia la situation ; Abda et Ghar- 
biya rassures abandonnerent le Chdrif pour revenir aux Portugais. Moham¬ 
med si Qaim s’installa a Aloughal, avec son fils aln£ al Aaruj. Oil peut 
penser que e’est, non seulement pour beneficier de la baraka de l'imam 
Jazouli, mais probablement aussi du roseau d'information et des possibi- 
lites d’action des zaway as des disciples de Jazouli. Le cadet, Mohammed 
cch Cheikh, dtait charge d’administrer le Sous. II s’employa a en fairc 
une base solide avec une aciivite qui obtint rapidement des r^sultats ; par 
exemple en dhveloppant la culture de la canoe a sucre. 

Mais e’est alors, remarque A.D,, que l’expulsion des Portugais de 
Santa Cruz devint « une n£cessit£ surtout economiquc » : il fallait conqtic- 
rir « un port... ou pouvaient accostcr bbrement les bateaux franjais, espa- 
gnols et anglais pour charger le sucre et les autres prodnits du Sous cn 
6change d'armes a feu et d'equipcmenl militaire ». E11 effet, le commerce 
par les petits ports de Tarkoukou et Tafetna etait aleatoire. En attendant 
de s'emparer d'Agadir (en 1541), Mohammed ech Cheikh developpa le 
commerce avec le Soudan pour se procurer de l’or. II pouvait, en accrois- 
sant ses resources, etre mo ins d6pcndant des Berberes. C'est ainsi qu’en 
1517 les Portugais ont intercept^ une caravane chargee de ble qui allait 
vers le Sud chercher de For. Le blocus autour de Santa Cruz alia se resser- 
rant. U11 des premiers effets de l’autorite prise par al Qaim et dc I'crdre 
qu’il faisait regner dans le Sous avait ete dc r^duire a neant le profitable 


(12) Lc rtfeit cITfrani, Nozhet id Hadi. trad. Huudas, pp, 75-76, est curieux Est-ce 
une ligende ? Aprus avoir en joint d'apporter tin ceuf par feu. Al Qaim ordonna A ccux 
qui avaient apporti un reuf de dormer un dirhem . 
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commerce des esclaves. Et lorsqu'une ligne de places fortifies enscrra la 
place portugaisc, les sorties de la gamison furent rendues tr£s diffidles. 

En m6me temps Tautorite saadicime s’etabiit solidement sur le Dr“a 
inalgre la resistance du mezwar de Tansita, mais avec l'appui de celui du 
Haut Dr'a, des Alt Wawazgit. 

En 1517, al Qalm mourut et se fit enterrer aupr&s de Jazouli. A ce mo- 
nient-l& les Chorfa prirent le contrOle dc la vole de passage qui relic le 
Sous au Haouz de Marrakech par le couloir d’Argana. Ellc 6ta.it tenuc 
jusqu’alors par un allie des Portugais, le chcikh d'Aglagal. Comme les 
deux plus fortes personnalites du cote portugais disparurent ; Ataide en 
1516 et Tafouft en 1518, la (ache etait facilildc aux Saadiens qui purer)t 
s'emparer des plaines atlantiques centrales et de Marrakech. Les places 
coheres portugaises tenaient encore, mais ne pouvaient plus pretendre 
jouer un role aclif, ni 6tre un veritable danger pour l'Etat saadien naissant. 
Les tribus jadis south iscs sc r6voltaient, resislaient ou cmigraient. Quant 
aux chefs portugais, ils nc s'entendaient pas entre eux. Nous avons vu 
par ailleurs qu’ils ne songeaient qua des profits immediats. La terrible 
famine de 1521-22 fut une cpreuve dont les Chorfa sortirent a lcur avan- 
tage. Selon Torres, grace a lout administration avis£e, les regions sous 
leur autorite souffrirent moins que d'autres des effets de cette calamity. 
Quelle influence eut-elle exactement sur la prise de Marrakech ? La retar- 
da-t-clle ou au contraire la rendit-cHc plus facile ? En eftet s’il cst exact, 
comme le dit A.D., qu’en 1525 les Saadiens furent accueillis en grande 
pompe a leur entree dans la ville par l’dmir Bou Chentouf qui en etait le 
maitre, presque comme des rois, c’es( a pres une revoke de celui-ci qui avait 
essay e de profiler de leur eloignement dans le Sous. En effcl el Aarej y 
avait rejoint son frere, alors que deja il avait penetre dans la ville en 
1522 ou 1523 ( 13 ). 

AT), soulevc aussi une question qui m^riterai! d’Slre examinee en 
detail : cede du Mahdisme qui pouvait exister an moment de Taccession 
au pouvoir des Saadiens. Dire (p. 4Q) que » la population du Sud du Ma- 
roc avait acquis la conviction que le cherif Ahmed el Aarej etait le Fatimide 


(13) Sur cette la mine comme sur ce point de 1'entire des Sa.a.diL‘113 A Marrakech 
voir notre 4tude en collaboration avec H. Triki a. paraitre dans <> Hesperis-Tannida ». 
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attendu »... ne nous parait pas abjolument contraire a la verite mais une 
conclusion un peu rapide. Mohammed ech Cheikh, lui, a pris le surnom 
d'El Mahdi, et Ton peut etre assure qu’il croyait a sa mission, comme 1 c 
prodame son e pi tap lie ( w ). L ’atmosphere du. temps comportait cette at¬ 
tend eschatologique : les disciples dc Jazouli lui ont pose la question avant 
sa mort, car la rumeur publique pretondait qu’il ctait le Fatimide attendn. 
li faudrait 6tudicr en detail I'arnbiance religieuse e’est-a-dire conn alt re les 
irises rtipanditcs par les zawayas, savoir comment les Saadiens eux-rru'mes 
conccvaient leur mission : des indices comme celui du surnom pris par 
Mohammed ibn Abdurrahman, le pere des deux princes, doivent etre rap- 
pi oches d'autres manifestations. II me scmble que, loin de dementir la 
presence du Mahdixme, cette recherche I'attesterait : on voit sans peine 
tout son interet pour une connaissance reelle de l’lslam marccain. 

En 1525 tout le Haha tombe aux mains des Saadiens qui se deharras- 
sent de Bou Chentouf peu apres la reprise de la villc. Ils apparaissent alors 
comme les chefs d’un Etat limits au Xord par l'oucd Tcnsift, mais qui 
s’etend sur le Haouz, le Haut-Atlas occidental, le Sous, rAuh-Atlas et ses 
bordures m^ridionales. Mais ils ne sc pressent pas de prendre le titre royal. 
Par contre le transfert 4 Marrakech des restes de Jazouli apparait comme 
tres significatif. C'cst avee raison que A.D. lc compare avee le culte de 
Monlay Idris a. F£s, instance par les Merinides : outre la reconnaissance 
manifesto par cet hommage au cheikh des nonibreux marabouts qui les 
avaient soutenus, j’y verrais un calcul politique : la benediction quo pou- 
vaient apporter les rcliques de Jazouli a la ville qui £tait desormais leur 
capitals ( l5 ), importait moins que le desir de ne pas pennettre lc retour 
d’unc aventure comme cellc d’Omar Ks Seyyef qui avait parr our u lc pays 
en transporta nt avee lui le corps de son maitre, ou le ref us de laisser la 
foule des iideles se rassembler sur !a tombe du i&ali ailleurs que dans le 
voisinage du pouvoir ; Afoughal cut pu devenir un foyer d’opposition. 

(14) G. Deverdun, Inscriptions arabes de Marrakech, 1958, pp, 82-85 : a Ceci cst 
le tombeau de notre maitre l’imain... l'hfiriticr du Cali fat, la Rtntr.he de 1’Imam at, le 
mahdi de la crunmunriute an signe dvjdent, lc trdsor de 1'existence an nonce pa i; les pre¬ 
dictions secretes... » Et encore re passage « E remplit la terre de justice et la purges 
des souillures de 1'iniquity et des pcches qu’ellc fOt abruplc on olaue ». 

(15) La capitate saadienne est pasScV dc Tidsi, prfis dc Taroudant h Afoughal, 
auprfes du tombeau du Ja7jOUli, mais telle £tait la force du Hen, le transfert de la resi¬ 
dence princitrc a Marrakech a entrain<5 celui des restes du saint. 
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Une scconde etape al]ait s'ouvrir dans la carrierc des Saadiens, ou ils 
font figure beaucoup moins de chefs de guerre sainte que de pretendants 
a. la souverainet6 sur le Maroc entier. J Is s’appiuent d’ailleurs de plus en 
plus sur les tribus arabes Maqil venues du Sahara et non plus uniquement 
sur les Iribus berberes du leff Gczula ('*), 

3. Dans un petit article paru en fran^ais en 1970 dans « African a Bulle¬ 
tin » ti° 13, pp. 31-41 : » i'identification de Tesset et Guaden, loculites de 
A'umidie , d’apres la description de Jean-Leon VAfricain « A.D., frappe 
par la difficulte des derniers editcurs dc Lion d’identifier ces loculi16s a 
Tichit et Ouadane, est convaincu qu’elles nc sc troll vent pas en Mauri lanie, 
II propose de voir en Tessel Tissinf, autreraent dit Agadir Tissint au pied 
du Jbel Bani, et il fouenit k l’appui de son hypothfcse de nombreux argu¬ 
ments tires aussi bien de Leon l' Africa in que de Mar mol et de la geogra- 
phie des dc.ux localites : les textes des deux auteurs s’appliquent mieux a 
Tissint qu’a Tichit, La locality de Gimden, plus difficile a identifier, seralt 
elle aussi dans le Maroc presaharien. La premiere a <=le Ic siege d une gar- 
nison saadienne destin£e a protegee les coiifins saliaricns. 

4. En 1971 est parue dans la revue polonaise « Kwartalnik Historyczny » 
une etude intitulee « I.‘Industrie sucriere marocame dans la perinde 1516- 
1623 » ( 1? ) (elle est suivie d'nn resume succinct en franca is). 11 faut remar- 
quer d’abord qu'A.D. n'a pas pu utiliser la these de P. Berthier, comme 
il le signale lui-memc. Son travail est done fondc uniquement sur 1 'etudc 
de textes. Mais il apporte sur beaucoup de points des complements ou des 
corrections a l’ouvrage de P,B. si hicn qu'une longue mise au point avee 
des discussions scrait n^cessairc. Nous reservant de la faire bientot, nous 
nous contenterons d'indiquer l'essentiel du contenu de cette tres interes- 
sante etude. 


(IS) On pent se demander si 1' Appel fait a ces tin bus sahariennes n'est pas une 
consequence du depeuplement du Haouz, A la suite des epidemics et des famines. Voir 
sur ces questions de demographic notre etude, en collaboration avec H. Tnki, a paraitre 
dans ■' Hespcris-iarnuda u. 

(17) A. Dziubinski, Cukrcwnictwo marohanske W tatach 1516-1623, « Kwartalnik 
Historyr. 2 uy », t. LXXviti, 107i, pp 2C9 2S6, rdsuroc cn francais. Mrue Dabrowski 
a bien vpuln faire la traduction de cet article, je tiens k lui exprimer mos ro met dements. 
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La principalc region de culture de la canne ^ sucre an Maroc a etc 1 c 
Sous, cn raison de conditions naturelies favorablcs. Des plantations y 
existaient au debut du xvi* subtle, seion Leon l’Afiicain, mats on y pto- 
duisait uric iaible quantity de sucre de couleur bruit hire, et ne repomlant 
done pas aux exigences du marche international. 

Ce son! les Saadiens, et ert particular Mohammed ech Chcikh, des 
qu’il a etc a la t£te de 1 ’administration du Sous, qui out ddvcloppd la cul¬ 
ture de la canne et 1 'industrie suertere. Les textes de Diego de Torres sont 
on ne peut plus nets sur cc point. La fondalion (ou le rclevement) de 
Tar mi dant cn 1516 coincide aviso la creation dc vastes plantations autour 
de la ville. Mais il a fallu attend re 1541 pour que 1’industrie du sucre 
connaisse un veritable epanouissement. Deux raisons expliquent ce suc¬ 
cess : d'abord 1’in trod net ion de. proofs techniques permettanf de produire 
un sucre blanc, raffine, que l’on doil, seion Mar mol, a un Juif qui s’etait 
convert! a ITslam et qui aurait ete aide par des Portugais captures a Aga¬ 
dir ; en second lieu, avec la prise dc Santa Cruz do Cabo de Cue (Agadir) 
les Saadiens disposent dbm bon port leur perrnetlant d’exporter un produil 
d^sormais ri’nue qualitc equivalcnte A cellc deg autres producteurs. Toute- 
fois a c6te du sucre blanc 1'on a continue a vendre du sucre brim non raf¬ 
fine et des melasses. 

Avant sa mort (1557) Mohammed ech Cheikh a entrepris d’etendre les 
plantations au nord de 1 ’Atlas, dans les Haha et & Chichaoua. Mais A D. 
sc demandc si ce n’est pas settlement sous le regne d’Al Mansour, comme 
scrable lc dire 1 c textc de Fichtali, qu’elles sont r£ellement entrees cn pro¬ 
duction . 

Les sucreries etaient affermees pour plusiettrs ann6es a des Juifs ou 
parfois a des Europeens, seals en mesure dc nbinir des capitaux n^ecssaircs 
au paiement du bail et aux frais de Texploitation. Mais elles appartenaient 
au sultan, en reality c’Stait un monopole royal. La construction et l’entre- 
tien se faisaient vraisemblablement par corvees. Toutefois certaines plan¬ 
tations sont conskterees comme appartenant cri propre au sultan {midk). 
Scion A.D., la main-d’ oeuvre agricole ctait composite de pay sans ber bores, 
ainsi que le dit Marmol, (t. 2, p. 21), quelques techniciens etaient peut-etre 
des captifs europeens. L’auteur ne pense pas qu’il y ait eu sur les planta- 
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tions et dans les sucreries des esclaves noirs : on n’en trouve nulle part 
la mention expresse, et e’est a tort, selon lui, qu’on a voulu assimiler les 
plantations du Maroc avec cel les des lies atlantiques ou d ’Amerique, en- 
droits ou Ton manquait de main-dVeuvre, alors qu’au Maroc la situation 
etait trCs differentc, il y avait au contraire abondance de travailleurs. Le 
Sous etait a cettc dpoque tr£s peuple, surpeuple raeme, et les paysans dc 
cette region, comme en temoignent les travaux de mise en valour du sol 
(terrasses, irrigation), avaient utie grande exp6rience de 1'agriculture et 
une haute technicite. Dans Leon l'Africain, (t. 2, p. 502), on voit en 
Egypte, on la situation etait tres voisine, la cannc k sucre cultivee par les 
fellahs. Si, en effet, le gros de la in a in-d’ oeuvre 6tait constitue par des 
paysans auxquels I'Etat avait pris lenrs terres, et qui etaient done devenus 
des joumatters but les plantations, on peul mieux comprendre le mouve- 
menl de r 6 volte qui Cel ate on 1598, sous Ahmed el Mansour et qui coincide 
avec la peste, en fait avec un affaiblissement du Makhzcn et de ses capa- 
rites de repression : ces paysans sans terre, prol6tari$6s. ont voulu abattre 
un systeme qui les avait conduits & la mis£re. 

L'industrie suertere mar0caine avait ddvcloppdc par les Saadiens 
pour Importation, mais les Portugais, grice aux plantations des iles atlan¬ 
tiques (Madere, Azores, Cap Vert, Sio Tome) et du Bresil avaient au 
d£hnt du xvi' siecle un quasi monopole du commerce du sucre en Europe. 
Et, taut qu'ils ont tenu Agadir, ils ont pu emp£cher, ou du moins restrein- 
dre considerablcment, la vente de sucre marocain, Aussi, la prise de la 
place fut-elle amioncee avec une joie, dont Diego de Torres s'est fait 
l*6cho, par Mohammed ceb Cheilrh i son frfere El Aarej : « ce serait un 
heureux commencement pour la negotiation du sucre *. Et en effel, quel- 
ques mois aprte la chute de la ville, des navires affluent dans la haie pour 
troquer des tissus et d’autres prod nits contre du sucre. La conjuncture a 
remarquablement favoris6 le Maroc. Les antiens centres de production 
mediterraneans (Egypte, C hyp re, Crete, Sicile, Andalousie) Etaient en 
declin irremediable dopuis le d£but du xvi 0 sifecle alors que le march^ en 
Europe et notamment cn Italie ne cessait de s'elargir. Quant aux nouveaux 
producteurs, les iles atlantiques, apres une p^node tres brillantc, ils ont 
connu dans la deuxieme moiti6 du xvi* sidcle de grandes difficultes dues 
a des parasites, k la mine des sols, k des r£ voltes d’esclaves. A.D. demon- 
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tre avec des chiftres eloquents cette crise. Si bien que vers 1570-80, les 
conditions pcrmettaient a el Mansour, grace a 1 ’augmentation incessante 
de la consummation europeenne, d’accroitre la surface dcs plantations. 
Cependant le Maroc, avcc ses quelques joo 000 arrobcs de sucre par an, 
n'a jamais pu 6 tie tine grande puissance sucriere. En revanche il a pu 
occuper siir les marches des Pays-Bas, d’Anglctnrre et merne de France et 
d’Italic la place abandonn^e par les lies portugaises et les Canaries. La 
politique de Charles Quint, interdisant a ses sujets espagnols tout commer¬ 
ce avec I’Afrique du Nord a partir dc 1549, a profitc aux Flamands, Fran- 
g.ais et Anglais qui venaient nombreux dans le Sous. 

En paieinent ils apporlaient non dc 1 'argent monnaye, mats des tissus 
et surtout, bicn que ce fut inter dit, dcs a rules et des munitions ou des me- 
taux., corame 1 ’etain destine a la fabrication d’artillerie, dont les Saadiens 
avaient besoin pour accroitre la force de leur armee. Ce sorit surtout les 
Anglais qui semblent s’etre le plus livres a ce trafic, lour gouvcrncment v 
prenant part lui-meme. Les mar chan ds britanniques sont venus si nom¬ 
breux et se sont si aprement concurrences que le mardie en a etc pertuibe. 
Certains ont 6le ruines par les manoeuvres de concurrents pen serupuleux, 
mais aussi parce qu’a partir de 1580 le commerce du sucre a connu des 
embarras provenant du cote marocain. Certains formiers juifs ont fait 
faJlIite en 1582-83 et en plus grand nombre on 1589 en entrain ant des 
difficultes tres serieuses pour des march an ds europ^ens, anglais surtout. 
Cos crises, selon A.L)., sont liees aux exigences tinanc teres d’el Mansour 
qui construisait a ce moment-la le palais du BadF & Marrakech ct entre- 
prenair des conquetes au Touat et au Gourara (1582). La crise de 1589 a 
ele si grave qu'elle a touche dc manicre durable le commerce anglo-maro- 
cain. Des Kranfais, comme Trcvache de Rouen, en ont profits pour pren¬ 
dre a bail des sucrerics a dcs conditions assez favorabies et mener la vie 
dure aux Britanniques. 

Mais e'en ctait fait dc la prosperitc du sucre marocain. Des 1580 arri¬ 
val a Anvers le sucre bresilien a des prix imbattables ct on des quantitfe 
sans cesse croissantes. 

Les difficultes de vente du Makhzcn ont entraine line baisse s^rieuse de 
ses ressources financieres. Et selon A.D. qui formule une hypothese extre¬ 
me men t interessante, ce serait probablement pour compenser la baisse dc 
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ses re Venus tires du sucre qu’El Mansour aurait lance, en 1591, ses troupes 
a la conqu£tc du Soudan .1 riche en or ». Disons, pour notre part, que bien 
des indices montrenl la gene de 1’economic et des finances rovales lorsque 
les colonnes de Jouder sc sonl ebranlees. La fin du r£gne d’EL Mansour est 
marquee par une crise profonde et violcnle dont les plantations marocaines 
ne se releveront pas : detiuites par ce qu'un document anglais appelle 
<1 the common people », les sucrerles auraient deni an d£ trop de soin et 
d'argent am Etat dont les structures s’etaient effondr£es dans plus de dix 
ans de peste, famine et guerres civiles. 11 esl difficile de fixer exactement 
une date de deces de cette activite. Une des dernieres mentions date en 
effet de 1623. 

Pour rondure l’auteur se demande si le sucre marocain ne parvenait 
pas jusqu’en Pologne par 1 'intermedia ire de marchands anglais ou holla n- 
dais. 

5, L'etude parue en polonais dans la revue d'histoire militaire « Studia i 
rnatcrialy do Historii Wojskowosci * ( 16 ) sur «. l J armee et la flolte de guerre 
marocaines d Vepoque des sultans de la dynastie saadienne » a fait t’objet 
d'une traduction et sera publiee dans la revue • Hesperis-Tamuda *. II ne 
s’agif pas de la resumer ; mais on peut faire a son propos les remarques 
suivantes. Le role de 1 ’armee a et 4 fundamental. C’est 1 'instrument que les 
Chorfa saadiens ont utilise pour devenir les maitres du Maroc en eliminant 
les Watt ass ides, et ensuite pour K tenir » le pays jusqu'a la fin du xvi' 
si&cle par un rescan de garnisons ou sous la menace de l’intervention 
rapide d’une force tres mobile et ties efficaee. On peut dire qu’ils restent 
ainsi dans la tradition des dynasties precedents : c’est £ gale men t par la 
conqufitc militaire que les Makhzen almoravide, aim0hade et merinidc se 
sont imposes ; il en fut de merne plus tard pour les Alaouites. Cependant 
la modernisation de 1’armee saadienne, dotcc d’armes a feu nombreuses 
•— canons et arquebuses — en fit une force qui, par le quasi monopole de 
ces armes no 11 veil es au Maroc, sur lc plan interieur, etait irresistible. II 
en results que le Makhzen saadien au. xvr siecle jou.it d’une autorite sans 

(18) A. Dziubinski, MarukanskU artm'a i flota ti/ouma W xvi vieku za panowama 
sultanoa: ? dynasln sandy skiej, « Studia. i materialy do Historii wojskowosci u, t. XVII, 
I" p., pp. 25 49. VVojskowy instvtnt historyezny, Warszawa, 1971. 
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doute inegalee dan?, 1' his to ire du Maroc, comnie le souligne AD. Mais los 
rapports avec la population restaient fond^s sur une conception que la 
phrase attribute a El Mansour par Ifrani ( l9 ) nous parait r 6 v 61 er : a Les 
gens dn Mgahreb sont dcs fous dont on ne saurait trailer la folie autrement 
qu'en les tenant avec des chaines et des carcans ». 

Mais 1 ’cffort milltaire des Saadiens avait aussi d'aulres objectifs que 
le o maintien dc 1 'ordre ». Dans l’elan de la conquete de Fes, Mohammed 
ech Cheikh avait envahi Tancien royaume de Tlemcen devenu possession 
turque. Mais le con flit avec Ies Ottomans, on le sait, ne se lerntina pas & 
son a vantage. Quels etaient exactement les objectifs du Ch6rif saadi en ? 
Que faut-il penser de certains propos mena9ants prof£r£s a son ambassa- 
deur contre le « sultan des barques x (*°) ? La Turquie allait rester jusque 
vers 1600 un danger dont les Saadiens se mefiaienL Les rapports entre les 
deux puissances sont tres inal connus, n’ont jamais ete etudies. II apparait 
cependant que les Chorfa, obliges de manager le Grand Seigneur, ont evite 
de 1’affronter ouvertement, mais se sont refuses, autant qu'ils l'ont pu, a 
le rcconnaitre lour suzerain. On peut penser que la vigilance des troupes 
rnassees a Fes et vers la frontiere orientate n’htait pas seulcmcnt defensive, 
mais qu.e ces troupes devaient 6tre pretes a exploiter une defaillancc cvcn- 
tuelle des Turcs en Algetic. 

Cependant c'ust contre I'envaliisseur porlugais en 1578 que l'arm^e 
saadi enne cut a defend re le pays, et sut faire la preuve de sa force. La 
victoire de l’Oued el Makhazin haussa d'un coup le Maroc saadien au 
premier rang des puissances riveraines de la Mediter ranee. El Mansour 
cut dcs vellcites d'utiliser contre 1 ’Kspagne cctte force. Mais e'est finale- 
ment vers un objectif moins difficile ct plus lucratif qu’il la lan^a en 1590, 
en envoy ant Jouder au Soudan. N'clait-ce pas la reprise sous une forme 
diff6rente, d’une j>olitique ambiticusc — expansion oiste — deja tentee par 
Mohammed ech Cheikh ? 


(10) Ifrairi, Nozhet at Hadi, p. 259. 

(20) Ivn-Naciri, Kitab al Isliqsa, Archives Marocaines XXXIV, 1936, p. 51, qui 
setnble sujvje la Chronique anonyms saaditnne, traduction Fagrian daiis « Ex traits 
in£dits relatlfs a a Maroc », p. 381. 
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De l’ambilion des Saadiens on nc pcut doutec en voyant lcurs efforts 
pour sc donncr une marine de guerre. Etait-ce pour imiter le rival turc ou 
pour desserrer la pression des Iberiques et me me passer y la eontre-atta- 
que ? Cette visde uavale nous parait meme anterieure it T549-50. El ellc 
s'est manifestee encore nettement sous x 4 .hmed el Mansour et a survecu 
sous Zidane, ce qui montre bien I’int6r6t porte a la question par les souve- 
rains de cette dynaslie. 

II faut savoir gre a A.D. d'attircr par cette etude 1 '-attention sur des 
aspects peu connus mais com bien significatifs de l’oeuvTe d'une dynastic 
importanfe dans 1 'histoire du Maroc et de forcer a reflcchir sur La place et 
1 ’organisation d’un rouage essentiel du Makhzen. 

Au total nous nous sommes £ tend us un peu longucment sur les travaux 
de Andrzej Dziubinski pour les faire connaitre dans le pays qui est l’objet 
de ses Etudes et qui est done le piemier interess6. Ils nous paraissent illus- 
trer la possibilile, en reprenant ^implement avec des yeux neufs la docu¬ 
mentation d£ja pnblice, de faire avancer la recherche historique. C'cst en 
soulevant des questions j usque la negligees, com me le commerce des escla- 
ves, la perte de substance deinographique, 1'importance de la conjoncture 
mondiale dans l'essor puis, la mine du commerce du sucre, le lien de ce 
commerce avec les efforts des Saadiens pour construirc un appareil d'Etat 
modernise, que la contribution de cet historien polonais est positive. 


Bernard Rosknueroer 



